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by

LESLIE ARTHUR SHIELS

I, LESLIE ARTHUR SHIELS of 17 Thorpdale Road, Mirboo North in Victoria, Retired,

do hereby solemnly and sincerely declare:-

1. THAT I am a resident of the township of Mirboo North and have lived in Mirboo
North all of my life. [ am, at the time of making this Declaration, aged 83 years.

2. THAT 1 have always had an active interest in sport and was very interested in
swimming as a sport as a young person. During my youth, I was actively involved in .
swimming carnivals and swimming activities in the Mirboo North Swimming Pool.
The Swimming Pool was initially a hole that had been dug in the ground. Over the
time, it was extended, bit by bit, and was ultimately cemented. [ remember, before
and after World War 11, being engaged with swimming camivals and often persons
would travel from all over Gippsland and as far afield as Melbourne to participate
actively in those carnivals. The pool, 1 remember had water supplied from springs to
south of the Pool. The Committee, at the time, to my recollection, had dammed the
spring area and used it to feed water into the Pool.

3. THAT my brother, Charles Walter Shiels was also active in connection with the
Swimming Pool and was a member of the Committee before and after the Second
World War. 1 remember further, discussions with my brother and from my own
general knowledge, that the Committee was concerned to secure the lands upon which
the springs were located. The Committee was concerned to secure these lands to
ensure that there was a constant supply of water to the Pool and that the Pool's general
surrounds were protected. [ remember that my brother and Fitz James Stewart Scott
were on the Committee. There was also Stan Milner. My understanding is that these
three persons have now all since died. My belief was that, at or about the time of

World War 11 or shortly thereafter, the Committee purchased lands surrounding the
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Pool to assist preserve the Pool and the water supply and the spring into the Pool.

Shown to me and marked with the letters "A" and "B" respectively are copies of

searches of Crown Grants Volume 6593 Folios 561 and 362. 1 identify the persons

shown as joint proprietors on the Titles as my brother Charles and a person known to

me as Fitz Scott. These persons were Committee members and, as I understand it,
trustees in respect of the Pool.

4. THAT shortly after the War, the Mirboo Shire Council became more actively
involved in the Pool and, after a time, the Committee ceased to operate and, to my
knowledge, the Council became responsible for the operation of the Pool, My
understanding is that the Shire Council subsequently built sheds for use for change
rooms, a kiosk area and tournaments continued to operate in the Pool with people still
coming from various areas. Members of the community were organised to assist to
man the gates and donations taken on entry were contributed to improvements in the
Pool area. The Shire's activities continued right throughout the pest war years and the
Shire, to my belief, subsequently constructed a high cyclone fence wire around the
Pool and its environment which fence, to my knowledge, is still in the same position
as it was at the time the Shire constructed the same. The Shire, to my belief,
employed a caretaker to work there for many years, | believe, possibly over 20 years.
The caretaker, to my knowledge, paid by the Shire. The caretaker known to be
working there was Wally Carter who, I believe, has now retired.

5. THAT it is my belief that the money to buy the land, when it was purchased. wag
raised through community donations and fund raising such as New Year's Eve dances
and the like, Effectively, the Committee raised the moneys but, ultimately, to keep
the facility functioning, had tq look to Mirboo North Shire Council to secyre the
same.

6. THAT my understanding in the recent decades was that the Shire was wholly

. responsible for the Mmanagement operation and care of the Pool whether directly
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through staff engaged by the Shire or by Committees set up by the Shire from time to

time.

AND I MAKE this solemn declaration conscientiously believing the same to be true and by
virtue of the provisions of an Act of the Parliament of Victoria rendering persons making a

false Declaration punishable for wilfut and corrupt perjury.
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LESLIE ARTHUR SHIELS

Oakleys White
Solicitors

65 Main Street
FOSTER 3960

Tel: 03 5682 2211
DX: 73726 Foster
Fax: 03 5682 2814
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