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E.15 SPECIAL CHARGE SCHEME POLICY 

Engineering Services Directorate 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The purpose of this report is to adopt the amended Special Charge Scheme 
Policy which is due for review in accordance with Council’s Corporate Policy 
Review process. 

Document/s pertaining to this Council Report 

 Attachment 1 - Special Charge Scheme Policy (current). 

 Attachment 2 - Special Charge Scheme Policy 2014. 

 Attachment 3 - Special Charge Scheme Process Chart. 

 Attachment 4 - Special Rates and Charges - Ministerial Guidelines, 
Local Government Victoria. 

LEGISLATIVE / ACTION PLANS / STRATEGIES / POLICIES 

 Local Government Act 1989 

 The Macquarie Special Rates and Charges Manual, a Practice Guide for 
Local Government, Macquarie Local Government Lawyers, 2012 

INTERNAL POLICIES / STRATEGIES / DOCUMENTS 

Special Charge Scheme Process Chart (Attachment 3). 

COUNCIL PLAN  

Outcome: 3.0 Integrated Services and Infrastructure 

Objective: 3.1 Deliver affordable modern community services 
and facilities through an integrated approach to 
planning and infrastructure development. 

Strategy: 3.1.4 We will plan for the service needs of the Shire’s 
changing demographic. 

CONSULTATION  

Following the review of the Policy, it is considered that the policy is still 
relevant and only requires minor amendments. 
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REPORT 

Background 

Council adopted the existing Urban Street Construction Policy on 21 March 
2001, and the Rural and Rural Type Living Road Construction Policy was 
adopted on 18 August 1999.  These two policies were then revoked with the 
amended Special Charge Scheme Policy which was adopted at the 22 
December 2010 Council Meeting.   

Discussion 

Summary of Changes 

Minor editorial changes were made to the revised policy including reference 
to the "Special Rates & Charges - Ministerial Guidelines", Local Government 
Victoria and "The Macquarie Special Rates and Charges Manual - A Practice 
Guide for Local Government", Macquarie Local Government Lawyers, 2012. 

Proposal 

It is proposed that Council adopts the revised Special Charge Scheme Policy 
as detailed in Attachment 2. 

FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 

In implementing the Special Charge Schemes, Council will initially be 
responsible for outlaying all costs associated with the project.  The costs, 
which could be significant, will require up front funding from Council before 
some costs can be recovered under legislation.  This may take a number of 
years.  

If Council decides to abandon a Special Charge Scheme, all costs up to 
abandonment will be borne by Council. 

Financial capability to deliver Special Charge Schemes will be assessed 
annually as part of the annual budget process.  

Special Charge Schemes are designed to apportion costs in cases when 
defined ratepayer beneficiaries can be identified in a catchment area.  The 
application of Special Charge Schemes thereby reduces the costs of an asset 
provision to the broader community by Council. 

RISKS 

If Council determines to abandon a scheme at any stage, Council has three 
choices, being; 

1. Fund the project from general rate revenue; or 

2. Seek funds from other external sources such as State or Federal 
Government by way of grants; or 
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3. Not complete the project. 

Not funding a project that could or should be subject of a special charge has 
the potential to limit Council’s ability to fund other important capital works 
projects or delivery of other core Council services.  The proposed policy 
assists Council in the funding of projects. 

CONCLUSION 

The Ministerial Guidelines suggests that Councils adopt a Special Charge 
Scheme Policy which is consistent with both the Local Government Act 1989, 
and the Ministerial Guidelines.  This Policy review addresses these 
requirements. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council adopt the Special Charge Scheme Policy 2014 as detailed 
in Attachment 2. 

 

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST 

Nil 

 

NOTE: The recommendation was CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY as part of 
a single motion, refer to page 151. 
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Attachment 1  
Special Charge Scheme Policy 2010 (Current) 
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Attachment 1  
Special Charge Scheme Policy 2010 (Current) 
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 Attachment 2  
Special Charge Scheme Policy 2014 
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 Attachment 2  
Special Charge Scheme Policy 2014 
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 Attachment 3 
Special Charge Scheme Process Chart 
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 Attachment 4 
Special Rates and Charges - Ministerial Guidelines (2004) 
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 Attachment 4 
Special Rates and Charges - Ministerial Guidelines (2004) 
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 Attachment 4 
Special Rates and Charges - Ministerial Guidelines (2004) 
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 Attachment 4 
Special Rates and Charges - Ministerial Guidelines (2004) 
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 Attachment 4 
Special Rates and Charges - Ministerial Guidelines (2004) 
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 Attachment 4 
Special Rates and Charges - Ministerial Guidelines (2004) 
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 Attachment 4 
Special Rates and Charges - Ministerial Guidelines (2004) 

 

 

Attachment 5.11.1 Agenda - 24 May 2017

Ordinary Meeting of Council No. 412 - 24 May 2017



South Gippsland Shire Council 16 April 2014 
Minutes Council Chambers, Leongatha 

Page 184 

 Attachment 4 
Special Rates and Charges - Ministerial Guidelines (2004) 
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 Attachment 4 
Special Rates and Charges - Ministerial Guidelines (2004) 
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 Attachment 4 
Special Rates and Charges - Ministerial Guidelines (2004) 
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 Attachment 4 
Special Rates and Charges - Ministerial Guidelines (2004) 
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 Attachment 4 
Special Rates and Charges - Ministerial Guidelines (2004) 
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