
Our Request 
 
• Support from the Victorian Government  
  to facilitate the delivery of three-year-old  
  kindergarten and pre-prep co-located on  
  primary school sites, or education precincts,  
  where appropriate. Including arrangements  
  between the Department of Education and a  
  kindergarten service provider. 

• Victorian Government to commit to  
  infrastructure funding to support the delivery  
  of extended three-year-old kinder and pre-prep. 

Our Early Years Centres are struggling to cope with an increased demand due to population growth 
and the additional demands of 15 hours per week of three-year-old kinder. Our community welcomes 
the extended three-year-old kinder and pre-prep programs, but would like to ensure the rollout is  
supported by appropriate infrastructure and workforce investment. 
 
The demand for early years education is growing in our community. For example, the Korumburra 
Karmai Children’s Centre, which opened in 2017, has well exceeded its forecasted growth and is now 
at capacity, five years earlier than anticipated. The centre is currently faced with the choice of  
providing early years care or three-year old kinder as it doesn’t have capacity to deliver both, meaning 
the community will miss out on one of these key services.  

A project with the Korumburra Primary School has identified capacity for early years to be delivered 
from this site in partnership with Karmai Children’s Centre. Council strongly support this project, and 
encourage the State Government to - wherever possible - support co-location of three-year-old and 
four-year-old kinder on primary school sites.  

In South Gippsland, many children are attending centres that are ageing and not fit for purpose.  
Because of the relatively small numbers in our regional centres, it is not viable to attract investment 
from private enterprise, and also difficult to generate state government funding. However, Council 
and our community are passionate that our children deserve the same standard as centres in larger 
communities. 

Early Years  
Infrastructure:  
Funding to improve 
existing and develop 
future Early Education 
Centres to meet  
growing demands
 

Toora Kindergarten

CONTACT US:

South Gippsland Shire Council

9 Smith Street, Leongatha

03 5662 9200

www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au

www.facebook.com/SouthGippslandShireCouncil


