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The two relevant objectives of planning in Victoria as set out in the Planning and 
Environment Act.  
They are:  
a) to provide for the fair, orderly, economic, and sustainable use, and development of land  
g) to balance the present and future interests of all Victorians 
 
The Rezoning Proposal Breaches Objective a 
a) to provide for the fair, orderly, economic, and sustainable use, and development of land  
The proposed Amendment is in direct conflict with the provision for fair land use as it 
prioritises the financial benefit from the sale of the site for Council, which is a conflict of 
duties of Council as the administrator of the Planning Scheme. The proposal is based on an 
unproven need for additional commercial zoned land over the current and future needs for 
appropriately zoned community land in the central precinct. And further the provision of 
space for facilities for Senior Citizens and the wider community uses as a community hall 
and cultural centre. It fails to secure appropriate zoned land for current and future expansion 
of community facilities. 

The Rezoning Proposal Breaches Objective g 
g) to balance the present and future interests of all Victorians  
The rezoning of the land for commercial purposes without an evidence-based demand 
analysis clearly takes away the opportunity for centrally located land for any future 
community facilities that may emerge. (E.g. Youth drop-in centre, Art Gallery, cultural venue, 
Community Hall etc) 
 
Breaches the stated purpose of South Gippsland Planning Scheme  
PURPOSES OF THIS PLANNING SCHEME 

• To express state, regional, local and community expectations for areas and 
land uses. 
 

The structure plan for Korumburra clearly states that there is a priority to concentrate both 
commercial and community activities within the Mainstreet precinct in a central accessible 
location. The 2024-5 petition signed by 2089 locals in support of the retention of the Senior 
Citizen Centre or 75% of the local adult population clearly indicates local expectations are to 
retain of the land and strong objection to the proposed rezoning to a commercial use. 
 
Breaches Council’s Community infrastructure purpose 
Due to the widespread distribution of the Shire’s population, effective planning is needed to 
allow the community equitable access to a range of recreation, education and health 
services and facilities. 
 
Council in arguing for removing the only accessible site for community purposes within the 
central Mainstreet Precinct breaches Council’s own community infrastructure objectives. 
There is no evidence, but simply an assertion against the sites users, to support a case for 
the removal of the currently appropriately zoned land for community purposes now or indeed 
for any future community demands and needs. 

Facilitate a range of services and facilities including recreation, education and 
health services that meet the needs of the community. (South Gippsland 
Planning Scheme) 

Meeting the Needs for Evolving Community Services and Facilities 
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The proposed rezoning would take away the only suitable centrally placed and accessible 
land particularly for older or disabled people for community purposes. There is already a 
range of community activities that the current Senior Citizen Centre has provided but cannot 
be provide at the Korumburra Community Hub and will in the future, subject to legal 
determination be able to provide.  

The range and complexity of community services has grown dramatically in the past 60 
years. Neighbourhood houses, men's sheds, toy libraries, women's sheds, disability access 
centres, makerspaces, craft centres, community tool sheds and toy libraries are just a few of 
the services that have evolved. If Council is to meet its obligations to provide land for 
suitable centrally located and accessible sites for community purposes it should withdraw the 
proposed rezoning application. There has been no evaluation or social planning in terms of 
current or future needs for the site to be continued in its existing zoning. The assertion that 
the centre was underutilised is not incorrect as its level of use is similar to other community 
facilities that in most cases community facilities do not operate 24/7 but rather tend to have 
main use at nights and on weekends. Council offered the Senior Citizen Centre only two 2-
hour slots at the Community Hub per week that would severely limit its activities and exclude 
the main activities. These very limited time slots (and space) greatly reduce the preexisting 
use of 3-4 days a week. 

Council has provided no evidence about why the Senior Citizen land is not required for 
future community services and facilities in a central location. 

Principles For Planning Decisions for Korumburra Mainstreet Precincts 

 Accessible 
 Equitable access 
 Meet the needs of the community. 
 Concentrates activity in Mainstreet precinct. 

Evidence for proposed rezoning 
To justify a the proposed re zoning based on the financial needs of Council is antithetical to 
the principles of the Planning Scheme and the obligations of Council. 
 
Community expectations at the core of our Planning Scheme values and principles. 
The overwhelming support for the continuation of the Senior Citizen Centre and its facilities 
for social and recreational activities, theatre/concerts, for office space, storage space and 
future venue for a range of youth activities contradict the amendments assertion that the site 
is surplus to requirements. It is the users of the Senior Citizen Centre who determine that it 
is surplus. The users in the wider community strongly endorse the site both as a Senior 
Citizen Centre and the centre for future youth activities and other activities. Clearly the 
Senior Citizen Centre with its advocacy and legal action is suffering a significant and heart 
felt loss of amenity and wishes to reinstate such activities which Council is currently denying 
its residents. 
 
Availability of suitable land for community facilities in the central precinct 
The subject land is the only site that's appropriately zone for community facilities and 
activities in the central core, which is a part of the structure plan’s key objectives for the 
precinct. 
 
Availability of suitable land for Commercial facilities in the central precinct 
No evidence is presented of any demand for appropriate zone commercial space in the case 
for rezoning that is not met by the existing supply. An assertion that is needed by Council is 
not a planning case for rezoning. There are currently over eight thousand square metres of 
commercially zoned space on the corners of Commercial St, King Street, and Victoria St. In 
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the past 10 years there has been no need or indeed expansion of any commercial buildings 
within the precinct. The shopping precinct has for many years been in the doldrums and 
while there are signs of some turn around all of the new activities and businesses have been 
incorporated by change of use of existing buildings. Arguably there's more than sufficient 
land commercial zone for the next 15 years. 
 
Inadequacies of Korumburra Community Hub 
The thin and poorly argued case for rezoning hinges around arguing that the Korumburra 
Community Hub meets current and future community facility needs. The community hub was 
originally planned to incorporate the full range of activities of the Senior Citizen Centre, art 
gallery, and community storage space. The Hub was to be located on suitable flat sites with 
adequate parking on central locations. The shift of the site from a flat site with adequate 
parking to a poorly located and less assessable site requiring a two-story building has 
caused almost 90% escalation in the cost of the building and a significant reduction in the 
scope and capacity. Critically its current site has extremely poor accessibility given the 
gradients on access roads and paths of between 1:10-1:14 for people with a disability and 
senior citizens. The serious concern of the Senior Citizens centre about members being 
unwillingness to use such a site that was pressed with Council but fell on death ears. The 
Community Hub is constrained and unable to be expanded to cater for all current activities 
let alone future demand. The size of it is insufficient to cater for the full range of activities that 
were intended. It does not replace nor cater for the full range of Senior Citizen Centre 
activities or for community gallery, community hall and venue for concerts and recreational 
and youth activities. 
 
The gradients on the Hubs’ site and access roads and pathways appear to be in breach of 
the Human Rights Act and various Disability Acts requirements that indicate there has to be 
fair access not only to the building, but into the site and its facilities. There is legal 
disputation in regard to whether Council is the legal trustee on behalf of the Senior Citizen 
Centre Incorporated and whether Council had the right to restrict access to the Senior 
Citizen Centre. There is also apparently activity in the Human Rights Commission in regard 
to the inappropriateness of the Hub building. The case is yet to be heard and is a mediation 
stage. 
 
Loss of community facilities and activities by re zoning 
If the rezoning proceeds it would destroy the $4 million building (replacement costs) 
community purposes. It is incorrect to say that it is surplus to requirements or in a state of 
disrepair. Minor repair work is needed. There is a range of community service functions 
which if access were allowed or directed by the Supreme Court would immediately be 
undertaken including expansion of activities for youth. 
 
Current activities on 14-16 Radovick St 
Senior Citizen Centre 
Social meals, bingo, and carpet bowls, concerts, plays, social space, storage, coop food 
distribution and office space. 
Other 
Central Community Hall, meetings, social activities, funerals, and request for various youth 
activities. 
 
Korumburra Senior Citizens Centre History 
The Senior Citizens Centre was locating on the 14-16 Radovick St based on an assessment 
by the Victorian Health Department and the then local Council in1958 as the only suitable 
central venue for the Seniors Citizen Centre. The building was built in 1961 and is structurally 
sound with minor vandal damage internally. According to the Trust arrangements Council 
accepted the trusteeship on behalf of the Senior Citizens Centre in 1987. It provides that the 






