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Mayor Message




Happy New Year!
In the year ahead, Council has significant projects to undertake and will continue to actively manage our Budget for the benefit of our community, with the intention of meeting the needs, hopes and expectations of our residents. 
With a limited Budget and without significant opportunities for increased revenue, our Council realises and acknowledges that there will need be clear and active management of priorities for South Gippsland. This Council is committed to genuine engagement with our residents and rate payers on the challenges and opportunities and throughout the year.
Please remember that Council is here to serve our community and that we can better serve and meet the expectations of community when we have constructive input. I look forward to sharing updates with you and hearing your feedback, thoughts, and ideas along the way.

South Gippsland Australia Day Awards
On Wednesday 14 January, South Gippsland’s Citizen of the Year, Young Citizen of the Year and Community Event of the Year nominees will be recognised. The evening celebrates individuals and groups who go above and beyond through their involvement in local community groups and events, helping to make South Gippsland an even better place to live. The event begins at 6.30pm at Meeniyan Hall, and everyone is welcome to attend. Refreshments will be served after the presentation. 

Australia Day Photo Competition
There’s still time to enter this year’s South Gippsland Australia Day Photo Competition. To take part, submit a photo that captures this year’s theme: “Australia Day: South Gippsland – Our Home”, for a chance to be selected as the winner. 
Entries close on Sunday 18 January 2026, with winners announced on 26 January 2026. More information is available at: www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/australiaday .














Coal Creek – Learn to Weave
If you’re a young person looking to start the new year with a new hobby, why not try weaving? On Monday 19 January, the Coal Creek Spinners will host a holiday workshop where participants can learn weaving techniques and create a woven piece of art. The session is free, suitable for children aged 5–12 years, and all materials are provided. Bookings are essential and can be made at: www.trybooking.com/DIGSY

Great Southern Rail Trail Sculpture Project
Council is currently seeking expressions of interest for a sculptural installation on the Great Southern Rail Trail that captures the beauty, character or environmental significance of the Koonwarra site. The sculpture forms part of the Great Southern Rail Trail Activation Project, funded by the Victorian Government. 
More information at: www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/gsrt-sculture-project

South Coast Leadership Program
The South Coast Community Leadership Program is back for 2026, and applications are now open. The program is ideal for people looking to build their leadership skills and connect with like-minded locals from South Gippsland and Bass Coast shires. 
To find out more or apply, visit: www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/leadership 
Applications close 13 February. 

Thank you.
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