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Revised Council Plan Submission Responses 2017-2021 
ID 

Number 
CP = 
Council 
Plan 

Submitter Name 
(click on name to 
 view submission) 

Submission Title Submission Summary Response to submission (reason) Council Plan 
Objective and 
Strategy 

Budgeted / 
in the Long 
Term 
Financial 
Plan 

Budget Impact - 
One Off 

Budget Impact - 
Recurrent 

CP01 
Dr Moragh Mackay 
(Chair Energy 
Innovation Co-
operative Ltd 

Request for amendments 
to the Revised Council 
2017 - 2021  as proposed 
by the Energy Innovation 
Cooperative 

Request for amendments to the 
Revised Council 2017 - 2021 as 
proposed by the Energy 
Innovation Cooperative. 

The Council commenced the Community Vision 2040 in 
2017/18, however proposed requirements in the revised Local 
Government Act placed the project on hold pending its gazettal. 
Current indications are that the new Bill (draft Act) will be 
presented to Parliament in late 2019. Once gazetted, Council 
will have clear guidelines on requirements for the Community 
Vision. Suggestions made within this proposal will be 
interesting aspects for Council and the broader community to 
consider when Council re-commences the development of the 
new Community Vision for the Shire. The Energy Innovation Co-
operative's constructive suggestions and interest can be 
considered further once development work on Vision 2040 
recommences. This is likely to be in the 2020/21 financial year. 

There is merit in the ideas proposed and these will be best 
considered under a new Community Sustainability category 
within the Community Grants Program. The Community Grant 
guidelines will need to be reviewed and updated to allow for 
assessment of new projects under this category.  

Sustainability 
Strategy and 
Council Plan: 
Strategic 
Objectives: 1.1 
and Strategies 
2.1, 2.1.1 and 
2.1.2 

N/A NIL NIL 

CP02 
Eunice Donovan 
(Coordinator) 
Leongatha 
Community House 

Support for town based 
internet access in 
Leongatha to improve the 
digital literacy of older 
and disadvantaged 
community. 

Leongatha Community House is 
currently involved in programs 
and activities that support and 
improve digital literacy.  These 
activities align with both the Age 
Friendly South Gippsland Plan 
2017 - 2021 and Council's Digital 
Strategy 2018. Leongatha 
Community House are asking to 
support a town based internet 
access in Leongatha to improve 
the digital literacy of older and 
disadvantaged community. 

Council to consider if free WIFI should be explored further as 
they align with the Digital Strategy 2018.  An important 
consideration is that we must include WIFI for all major towns 
within the South Gippsland Shire and not just Leongatha. There 
is also the need to understand costs and options with providing 
such a service. It is therefore proposed that a feasibility study 
is completed to understand how a service like this can be 
offered, identify any risk and issues that may need to be 
considered, and determine the true costs for free WIFI. It is 
proposed that a budgetary sum of $10,000 is set aside for 
research and to fund a brief proof of concept (if required). Once 
the feasibility has been completed it is proposed that a report is 
brought back to Council for evaluation and decision on next 
steps.  

Digital 
Strategy 2018 
and An Age 
Friendly South 
Gippsland 
Plan 2017 – 
2021 

Council Plan: 
Strategic 
Objectives: 2.5 
and  4.1 

No $10,000 NIL 

CP03 
John McCombe and 
representative 
Lindsay Love (South 
Gippsland Action 
Group) 

Council to honour the 
commitment to reduce 
the rates by 3% and 
follow through by 
embracing the 'Growth for 
Reduced Rates' plan. 

Council to honour the 
commitment to reduce the rates 
by 3% and follow through by 
embracing the 'Growth for 
Reduced Rates' plan. 

In the preparation of the budget, Council concluded that it is the 
best interests of the municipality to defer rate cuts pending the 
preparation of a sustainable ten-year cost reduction strategy. 
The objective of the strategy is to apply savings generated from 
improved operational efficiencies and population growth to 
value for money service improvements, better infrastructure 
and/or rate reductions. 

Council Plan: 
Strategic 
Objective 4.3 

N/A NIL NIL 
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Revised Council Plan Submission Responses 2017-2021 
ID 
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CP = 
Council 
Plan 

Submitter Name 
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 view submission) 

Submission Title Submission Summary Response to submission (reason) Council Plan 
Objective and 
Strategy 

Budgeted / 
in the Long 
Term 
Financial 
Plan 

Budget Impact - 
One Off 

Budget Impact - 
Recurrent 

A petition with 432 signatures (365 within the South Gippsland 
Shire, 9 outside of the Shire and 28 invalid) to support this 
submission was prepared during the public exhibition period 
and delivered to Council on 6 May 2019.  Although the petition 
was received after the closing date, Council is considering this 
petition together with this submission.  

After extensive modelling, Council determined that a 3% 
reduction in Rates would jeopardise the sustainability of 
Council’s Long Term Financial Plan. Council has an obligation 
to ensure the ongoing financial sustainability of the 
municipality. This is exacerbated by a growing demand by the 
community for higher service levels and infrastructure 
upgrades and renewals.  

CP04 
Noelene Cosson 
(President) 
Korumburra Business 
Association 

Korumburra Business 
Association supports the 
proposed changes in 
relation to the rate cut 
objective. 

Korumburra Business 
Association supports the 
proposed changes in relation to 
the rate cut objective. 

Korumburra Business Association supports the change to the 
words of the Strategic Objective 4.3 from: "Work in partnership 
with the CEO and senior staff to develop a four year Rate Reduction 
Strategy, to reduce the rate burden by 3% through improved 
innovation and productivity savings, streamlining the 
administration structures and processes, through improved 
Business Unit performance and economic growth" to: "Develop a 
ten year 'Sustainable Cost Reduction Strategy' based on improved 
operational efficiencies and population growth, to be utilised for 
the value for money service improvements, better infrastructure 
and / or rate reductions. 

After extensive modelling, Council determined that a 3 % 
reduction in Rates would jeopardise the sustainability of 
Council’s long term financial plan. Council has an obligation to 
ensure the ongoing financial sustainability of the municipality. 
This was exacerbated by a growing demand by the community 
for higher service levels and infrastructure upgrades and 
renewals. 

No further change is required to the 2017-2021 Council Plan - 
Revised 2019. 

Council Plan: 
Strategic 
Objectives: 4.3 

N/A NIL NIL 

CP05 
Tony Walker (Prom 
Coast Climate Action) 

Develop and Implement a 
Climate Emergency 
Response Plan 

The Prom Coast Climate Action 
Group submission asks Council 
in reviewing the Revised Council 
Plan 2017 - 2021 to include 
developing and implementing a 

Council is encouraged to respond pro-actively to the 
submission by calling for a briefing on what a 'Climate 
Emergency Response' is and why further investigation and 
action may be relevant for the organisation and Shire. 

Sustainability 
Strategy  

N/A NIL NIL 
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Budget Impact -  
One Off  
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Recurrent 

Climate Emergency Response by 
declaring a climate emergency 
and developing a new Climate 
Emergency Plan which will guide 
Council's climate emergency 
response for inclusion at all 
levels of Council operations and 
activities. 
 

This will assist Councillors to understand more on this topic. 
 
 

Council Plan: 
Strategic 
Objective 3.2 

 
CP06 

Clive Hope 
(Secretary) Meeniyan 
Progress Association 

 
Why the delay in the 
decision and progress on 
the proposed Equestrian 
and Exhibition / Expo 
Centre. 
 

 
The Meeniyan Progress 
Association would like to know 
why there is an ongoing delay in 
making a decision and progress 
to the proposed Equestrian and 
Exhibition / Expo Centre which is 
referred to in the Revised Council 
Plan 2017 - 2021. 
 

 
Council has engaged @Leisure Planners to identify and 
evaluate potential locations and undertake a feasibility study 
for a multipurpose Equestrian and Exhibition Centre. This work 
considers location options but primarily focuses on the ongoing 
viability of the proposed centre. A confidential briefing to 
Council on the progress of this investigation is scheduled for 7 
August 2019. 

 

 
Economic 
Development 
and Tourism 
Strategy 2018 
– 2020 
 
Council Plan: 
Strategic 
Objective: 
1.3.7  

 
N/A 

 
NIL 

 
NIL 
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Proposed Annual Budget 2019/20 Submission Responses 
ID 
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AB = 
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Council Strategy 

Budgeted / 
in the Long 
Term 
Financial 
Plan 

Budget Impact Budget Impact 
Recurrent 

 
AB01 

Steven Rath  
Fortnightly rubbish 
collection 

 
Fortnightly rubbish collection 

 
Kerbside waste and recycling collection services are provided 
on the basis of full cost recovery under the terms of a lump 
sum contract. The cost to provide these services remains the 
same, regardless of the number of bins collected each week. No 
cost savings would be made through properties only electing to 
place their garbage bins out on a fortnightly basis. 
 
This will be considered in the review of the next Waste 
Management Contract in 2021. 
 

 
Waste 
Management 
Strategy 2016 - 
2021 

 
N/A 

 
Nil 

 
Nil 

 
AB02 

Geoff Treloar 
(Foster Community 
Group) 

 
Jones Street, Foster 
Drainage / Kerb & 
Channel 

 
Jones Street, Foster Drainage / 
Kerb & Channel 

 
This project was originally scoped in 2015, however, was never 
funded. In March 2019, the Foster Hospital requested Council 
investigate safer car parking and stormwater drainage 
upgrades along Jones Street, resulting in a revised project 
scope with costs estimated at $260,000 for construction and a 
further $4,000 per annum to maintain the assets. The project 
has been scoped to include tree removal, kerb and channel, 
underground stormwater drainage upgrades, and road 
pavement widening. The project is not currently recognised in 
the forward budget. 
 

 
Nil 

 
No 

 
$260,000 

 
$4,000 

 
AB03 

Charles Price  
Objection to the Bair 
Street Redevelopment 
Upgrade / Precinct. 

 
Objection to the Bair Street 
Redevelopment Upgrade / 
Precinct. 

 
The Leongatha Revitalisation Project has been a Priority Project 
of Council's since 2016. Council and the community recognised 
a need for the redevelopment of Bair Street as the conditions 
within the town centre have led to declining physical amenity 
and economic viability of Leongatha. The Leongatha (Bair 
Street) Streetscape project is being undertaken to rehabilitate 
the road, improve access to businesses, provide safe parking, 
and make the town centre more pedestrian friendly.  
 
The project has a total cost of $5.4M.  Council has secured 
$4.2M in grant funding. 
 

 
Council Plan 
2017 - 2021 
Annual Plan 
2018/19 

 
Yes 

 
Nil 

 
Nil 
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ID 
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in the Long 
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Plan 

Budget Impact Budget Impact 
Recurrent 

 
AB04 

PeeWee Lewis 
President 
(Korumburra Round 
Table) 

 
Support for the 
Korumburra Community 
Hub, Revitalisation 
Project, the Recreation 
Reserve, Skate Park, and 
the Jumbunna Road 
shared path to the 
Korumburra Secondary 
College. 

 
Support for the Korumburra 
Community Hub, Revitalisation 
Project, the Recreation Reserve, 
Skate Park, and the Jumbunna 
Road shared path to the 
Korumburra Secondary College. 

 
The Korumburra Revitalisation Project has been a Priority 
Project of Council's since 2016. Budget allocation for a 
community hub and relocation of the skate park are included in 
the proposed 2019/20 and 2020/21 budget. The Korumburra 
Recreation Reserve change room refurbishment is expected to 
be completed in the 2018/19 financial year (current). The 
project to extend the footpath along Jumbunna Road to the 
Korumburra Secondary College is included in the proposed 
2019/20 budget, however, has encountered some issues with 
private retaining walls located on the road reserve which are in 
the way of the path and land acquisition matters that need to 
be attended to before the project can proceed.  
 

 
Social 
Community 
Infrastructure 
Blueprint 2014-
2029, Paths & 
Trails Strategy 
2018, Korumburra 
Town Centre 
Framework, 
Community 
Directions 
Statements. 

 
Yes 

 
Nil 

 
Nil 

 
AB05 

Don Atkins  
Sealing of Walkerville 
Road (last 3km) and Car 
Park 

 
Sealing of Walkerville Road (last 
3km) and Car Park 

 
As part of the Gravel Roads Review Project (major initiative) a 
'Gravel to Seal' program has been developed and the top twenty 
priority roads have been identified. Walkerville South Road is 
one of the top twenty projects proposed for sealing, however, 
Council has not allocated a budget to fund the program. The 
project has been scoped and costed at a preliminary estimate 
of $1.2M to construct and seal the road and a further $22,500 
per annum is estimated for sealed road maintenance.  
 
Sealing the car park is not recognised in the forward budget. 
The project has been scoped and estimated at a cost of 
$50,000 to construct and seal the car park and a further $750 
per annum for car park maintenance and renewal. 
 

 
Revised Council 
Plan 2017-2021 
Major Initiative 
for Gravel Roads 
2018/19 financial 
year 

 
No 

 
$1,250,000 

 
$23,250 

 
AB06 

Dr Moragh Mackay 
(Chair Energy 
Innovation Co-
operative Ltd 

 
South Gippsland Shire 
Council and Energy 
Innovation Cooperative 
Limited Partnership 
Proposal 

 
South Gippsland Shire Council 
and Energy Innovation 
Cooperative Limited Partnership 
Proposal 

 
The Energy Innovation Co-op have asked in their submission for 
Council to allocate $30,000 annually for an initial three years to 
support the progressive implementation of a collaborative, 
community directed, Council-supported approach to reducing 
community carbon emissions, initially in Korumburra and other 
communities at a later date. 
 
There is merit in the ideas proposed and these will be best 
considered under a new Community Sustainability category 
within the Community Grants Program. The Community Grant 
guidelines will need to be reviewed and updated to allow for 
assessment of new projects under this category. 
 

 
South Gippsland 
Shire Council 
Sustainability 
Strategy 2016 - 
2020 

 
No 

 
Nil 

 
$20,000 
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ID 
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Council Strategy 
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in the Long 
Term 
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Plan 

Budget Impact Budget Impact 
Recurrent 

 
AB07 

Sharon Turton  
Sealing Clancys Road, 
Korumburra and Gravel to 
Seal Program Funding. 

 
Sealing Clancys Road, 
Korumburra and Gravel to Seal 
Program Funding. 

 
As part of the Gravel Roads Review Project (major initiative) a 
'Gravel to Seal' program has been developed and the top twenty 
priority roads have been identified. Clancys Road is one of the 
top twenty projects proposed for sealing, however, Council has 
not allocated a budget to fund the program. The project has 
been scoped and costed at an estimate of $2M to construct 
and seal 5km of road and a further $30,000 per annum for 
sealed road maintenance and renewal.  

 
Revised Council 
Plan 2017-2021 
Major Initiative 
for Gravel Roads 
2018/19 financial 
year 

 
No 

 
$2,000,000 

 
$30,000 

 
AB08 

Noelene Cosson 
(President) 
Korumburra Business 
Association 

 
Korumburra Industrial 
Estate to Commercial 
Street Footpath 
Extension and Skip 
Walking Track at Coal 
Creek 

 
Korumburra Industrial Estate to 
Commercial Street Footpath 
Extension and Skip Walking Track 
at Coal Creek 

 
a) Korumburra Industrial Estate to Commercial Street 

Footpath.  
There is a footpath from Commercial Street to Charles 
Street along the South Gippsland Highway. However, 
there is a missing link from Charles Street to Sanders 
Street (Korumburra Industrial Estate) along the 
highway. The footpath extension from Sanders Street 
to Charles Street along the South Gippsland Highway is 
ranked approximately no. 30 in the Footpath Extension 
Criticality Table. As such, it has not ranked high enough 
to make it into the Footpath Extension Program. The 
project has been scoped and estimated at $96,000 from 
Sanders Street along the South Gippsland Highway to 
Charles Street and a further $1,500 per annum for 
maintenance and renewal. 
 
 

 
Korumburra 
Community 
Direction 
Statement 
(priority project) 
Footpath 
Extension 
Program 2018/19  
Paths and Trails 
Strategy 2018 

 
No 

 
$96,000 

 
$1,500 

 
b) Skip Walking Track at Coal Creek 

The track from Coal Creek Community Park and 
Museum to the end of Silkstone Road is an unfunded 
project in the Paths and Trails Strategy as the project 
requires further investigation. One off budget impact 
and recurrent budget unknown until extent of works is 
determined and project scope completed in order to 
confidently provide an accurate estimate. 

 

 
Korumburra 
Community 
Direction 
Statement 
(priority project) 
Paths and Trails 
Strategy 2018 

 
No 

 
Once off 
budget impact 
unknown until 
extent of works 
is determined 
and project 
scope 
completed. 

 
Recurrent budget 
impact unknown 
until extent of 
works is 
determined and 
project scope 
completed. 

 
AB09 

Ross Garner 
(President) Meeniyan 
Art Gallery 
 
 
 

 

 
Various provisions in 
grant funding and a 
program (grant in aid) for 
community creative arts 
and culture in South 
Gippsland.  

 
Various provisions in grant 
funding to Mirboo North 
Community Gallery, Meeniyan 
Gallery and Toora Art Gallery.  
 

 
At this time there is no budget allocation to provide rental 
assistance for any community organisations however Council 
provides Council owned premises at peppercorn rental ($104 
per annum) for four Community/Neighbourhood houses and 
two gallery spaces run by community groups (Leongatha and 
Korumburra). Council provides a gallery space that includes 

 
South Gippsland 
Arts, Culture and 
Creative Industry 
Strategy 2017- 
2021, Social and 
Community 

 
No 

 
Nil 

 
$25,000 but 
with potential to 
increase if other 
community 
owned galleries 
seek similar 
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Proposed Annual Budget 2019/20 Submission Responses 
ID 

Number 
AB = 
Annual 
Budget 

Submitter Name  
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 view submission) 

Submission Title Submission summary Response to submission (reason) Does this relate 
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Council Strategy 

Budgeted / 
in the Long 
Term 
Financial 
Plan 

Budget Impact Budget Impact 
Recurrent 

 That the Council Plan includes 
the development in conjunction 
with the Arts Alliance of an 
equitable and fair policy and 
strategy for a financial support 
program (grant in aid) for 
community creative arts and 
culture in South Gippsland. 
Foster and Leongatha. 
 

retail activity in Foster and this facility is managed for Council 
by a delegated Section 86 Special Committee.   
 
Council has provided an annual contribution towards the 
infrastructure and playing surface maintenance at 20 recreation 
reserves that are either Council, Crown or Community owned 
reserves.  
 
Council has recognised the need to review the range of 
commercial and public spaces available for exhibition and 
performance as part of the Arts Culture and Creative Industry 
Strategy 2017-2021 and then develop an Arts Facilities 
Masterplan for the period 2020- 2025.  Consideration of support 
for community owned galleries and outlets such as Meeniyan 
Art Gallery will be addressed through this work in 2019/20. 
 
The Council Plan incorporates the overarching Strategy 2.4 
'Implement the Arts and Culture Strategy and support growth of 
the sector.' The details of funding and financial support are 
best reflected in the consideration of actions to implement the 
Arts and Culture Strategy and their budgetary requirements. 
 

Infrastructure 
Blueprint 2014-
2029 

Council grant in 
aid. 

 
AB10 

Craig Kenny and Anne 
Lewis 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Various requests to be 
considered in their 
submission. 

 
Submitter would like various 
requests to be considered in their 
submission. 

 
1. Request to Council: Council might consider using a ‘deliberative’ 
community engagement process develop criteria to guide future 
decisions about cost-savings and to best understand how savings 
or discretionary expenditure might be (re)invested to provide 
services in response to emerging community needs. 
 
Strategic Objective One – Strengthen Economic Growth & 
Prosperity 
 

 
Council Plan: 
Strategic 
Objective 1. 

 
Yes 

 
Nil 

 
Nil 

 
Deliberative community engagement processes are one of the 
tools Council is using through its Community Engagement 
Policy and toolkit to ensure Council hears a wide range of 
perspectives, understands and considers the breadth of 
community issues and identifies various options before making 
decisions. It is anticipated that Council will utilise a range of 
tools to understand how savings and discretionary expenditure 
might be re-invested or provided as cost reductions when 
addressing existing and emerging community needs. These 
tools are utilised each year and information is drawn from many 
sources to inform the annual and longer term Budget. The mix 
of community engagement tools will also be used to develop 
the proposed Cost Reduction Strategy.  The Our Say platform is 
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Proposed Annual Budget 2019/20 Submission Responses 
ID 

Number 
AB = 
Annual 
Budget 

Submitter Name  
(click on name to 
 view submission) 

Submission Title Submission summary Response to submission (reason) Does this relate 
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Council Strategy 

Budgeted / 
in the Long 
Term 
Financial 
Plan 

Budget Impact Budget Impact 
Recurrent 

 
Craig Kenny and Anne 
Lewis continued 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

what Council has used in the past and will further explore 
alternative options when the next Vision is developed. 

 
2. Budget consideration should be given to resourcing and 
establishing an engagement process with the community, land-
holders and stakeholder groups (such as Landcare) during the 
2019/20 financial year to identify the ways in which improved weed 
control can be achieved within the South Gippsland Shire. This 
might include amendment or creation of relevant local laws, 
increased resourcing to Council’s maintenance activities, material 
support to community-based initiatives, increased compliance 
activities or concrete project proposals for consideration in future 
budgets. 
 
Strategic Objective Two – Build Strong Partnerships, Strengthen 
Arts & Culture & Deliver Equitable Outcomes 

 
Weed 
Management 
Strategy 
Roadside 
Management 
Plan 

 
No 

 
Nil 

 
Nil 

 
Council continues to take weed control as a serious matter. 
Weed control resources have been increased this financial year 
(2018/19) and Council also works in collaboration with 
Landcare. Council and Landcare have applied for a joint State 
Government grant for additional weed control. Council does not 
currently have a local law regarding weeds on private property 
as this is the responsibility of the State Government. 
 
 
3. That Council consider including the following activities in its 
2019/20 budget: 
 

(i) Initiating social planning and community engagement 
in the 2019/20 financial year to understand the extent 
and impact of demographic change and community 
renewal to inform the development of Council’s Public 
Health & Wellbeing Plan and Council Plan that will be 
due for adoption by the next Council in 2021; and 

(ii) Commissioning an audit of existing local community 
assets in 2019/20 (halls, tennis courts and reserves) 
outside of the major towns (in collaboration with local 
communities) to understand the ‘fitness for purpose’, 
maintenance and renewal costs and 

 
Council Plan 
Strategic 
Objective 3. 
Health and 
Wellbeing Plan 
2017 - 2021, 
Tennis Facilities 
Plan 2017, 
Recreation Plan 
2019/20, Social 
and Community 
Infrastructure 
Blueprint 2014-
2029, Community 

 
Yes 

 
Nil 

 
Nil 
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Proposed Annual Budget 2019/20 Submission Responses 
ID 

Number 
AB = 
Annual 
Budget 

Submitter Name  
(click on name to 
 view submission) 

Submission Title Submission summary Response to submission (reason) Does this relate 
to a current 
Council Strategy 

Budgeted / 
in the Long 
Term 
Financial 
Plan 

Budget Impact Budget Impact 
Recurrent 

 
Craig Kenny and Anne 
Lewis continued 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ownership/management structures that might be 
required to sustainably support this important 
community infrastructure. 

 
Strategic Objective Three – Improve South Gippsland's Built Assets 
& Value our Natural Environment. 

Strengthening 
Strategy 2018-
2022 
 

 
(i) Health and Wellbeing Plan 2017 - 2021 
 
The South Gippsland Health and Wellbeing Plan 2017 - 2021 
has an annual implementation plan outlining specific 
partnership activities associated with the objectives of the 
plan.  Actions of the annual plan are evaluated and reviewed 
each 12 months.  The South Gippsland Health and Wellbeing 
Profile is updated annually or as data is released.  Actions in 
the annual plan are modified in response to emerging health 
and wellbeing needs and issues in the community.  
 
The 2021 - 2025 Health and Wellbeing Plan is to be completed 
within 12 months of Council elections with consultations 
commenced in the 18 months leading up to completion.  
Community consultations are undertaken using a range of 
methods and include combined consultations for the Council 
Plan; in centres across the municipality; and via survey or over 
the phone. 
Council is currently engaged with the State Government in the 
development of the Victorian Public Health and Wellbeing Plan. 
 
Planning and consultation for Public Health and Wellbeing 
Planning is undertaken by Council's Social Planning Officer. 
 
(ii) Tennis Courts and Reserves 
 
Council completed the Tennis Facilities Plan in 2017 which 
identified and audited every public tennis court. In 2018/19, 
eight tennis facilities within the municipality have received 
funding towards maintenance of facilities. Funding to continue 
to support the maintenance of tennis courts is included within 
the 2019/20 budget. An update of the Recreation Plan in 
2019/20 is intended to provide direction on the future provision 
of recreation infrastructure. 
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Craig Kenny and Anne 
Lewis continued 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(ii) Halls  
 
A high level audit was undertaken in 2014 when Council was 
developing the Social and Community Infrastructure Blueprint 
2014 - 2029.   

 
4. That Council consider funding and including the following 
activities in its 2019/20 budget: 

(i)           Planning or advocacy for the implementation of 
appropriate speed restrictions (80kmh or lower) on 
appropriate sections of the Grand Ridge Road, 
Leongatha- Yarragon Road and Warragul-Leongatha 
Road; 

(ii)          An upgrade of safety advisory signage along the road 
to provide adequate  warning of driving conditions; 

(iii) Improved district signage for communities and 
promotion of tourism destinations; and 

(iv) Planning in collaboration with Baw Baw Shire to 
ensure rapid response to required reactive 
maintenance activities and the development of a 
multi-year plan for consistent upgrade through 
planned maintenance and renewal activities. 

 
Revised Council 
Plan 2017-2021 
Major Initiative 
for Gravel Roads 
2018/19 financial 
year. 

 
No 

 
Nil 

 
Nil 

 
(i) As part of the Gravel Roads Review Program 

(improvement program), advocacy for 80 km/h 
speed limits across the Shire is being undertaken.  
 

(ii) Signage improvements are undertaken within 
existing budgets where required.  

 
(iii) As above, signage improvements are undertaken 

within existing budgets where required.  
 

(iv) Reactive and rapid response maintenance occurs in 
accordance with Council's Road Management Plan. 

 
AB11 

Ted Landy (South 
Walkerville Action 
Group) 

 
Objection to the Sealing 
of Walkerville South Road 

 
Objection to the Sealing of 
Walkerville South Road 

 
Council notes the submitter's concerns. Walkerville South Road 
is high on the gravel to seal criticality list, however this program 
is unfunded. Council receives many complaints about this road 
over the summer period. However, until there is available 
funding, no works other than maintenance will be occurring. 
 
The Local Law is proposed to be reviewed in 2019/20 and 
submissions can be made. 

 
Revised Council 
Plan 2017-2021 
Major Initiative 
for Gravel Roads 
2018/19 financial 
year. 

 
No 

 
Nil 

 
Nil 
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AB12 

Clive Hope 
(Secretary) Meeniyan 
Progress Association 

 
Street Lighting at 
Tompkins Road, 
Meeniyan 

 
Street Lighting at Tompkins 
Road, Meeniyan 

 
Council notes that the Meeniyan Progress Association has 
previously raised the matter of lighting for Tompkins Road 
Meeniyan in November 2018. The request at that time was for 
the installation of solar lights because of the lack of power 
poles and appropriate power sources. Solar lighting has proven 
to be problematic for Council from a maintenance perspective 
where previously installed. There may be a suitable low voltage 
power supply in Hanily Street that could be utilised if funding 
was provided for this project. However, there is currently no 
available funding for works of this nature. The estimated cost 
of installing approximately three light poles with the associated 
footings and electrical works would be in the vicinity of $30,000 
- $40,000 and additional power costs is estimated at $400 per 
year. 
 

 
No 

 
No 

 
$40,000 

 
$400 

 
AB13 

John McCombe or 
Representative 
Lindsay Love (South 
Gippsland Action 
Group) 

 
Growth for Rates 
Reduction and Growth for 
Reduced Rates to be 
considered for Exhibition 
and Equestrian Centre in 
Stony Creek. 

 
Growth for Rates Reduction and 
Growth for Reduced Rates to be 
considered for Exhibition and 
Equestrian Centre in Stony Creek. 

 
Council has engaged @Leisure Planners to identify and 
evaluate potential locations and undertake a feasibility study 
for a multipurpose Equestrian and Exhibition Centre. This work 
considers location options but primarily focuses on the ongoing 
viability of the proposed centre. It does not consider achieving 
a significant change in local demographics via the proposed 
investment in developing the centre. A confidential briefing to 
Council on the progress of this investigation is scheduled for 7 
August 2019. 
 
The South Gippsland Population Growth and Land Supply Study 
was developed in 2018 and is available at 
http://www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/homepage/232/populati
on_growth_and_land_supply_study. This study details the 
growth potential of the shire's largest towns. Each town 
contains areas of General Residential Zone land yet to be 
developed by private industry. 
 
It is to be noted that the submitter provided a petition to 
Council with 67 signatories at the 20 March 2019 public 
presentations in relation to this matter and a response to the 
petition will be considered at the 29 May 2019 Ordinary Meeting 
of Council.  
 

 
Council Plan 
2017 - 2021 and 
Annual Plan 
2018/19 

 
No 

 
Nil 

 
Nil 

 
AB14 

Fred Weight 
 
 
 
 

 
24 hour Boat Launching 
Facilities at 'The Landing' 
on  Stockyard Creek 

 
24 hour Boat Launching Facilities 
at 'The Landing' on  Stockyard 
Creek 

 
The existing boat ramp and the proposed boat ramp are located 
on Crown Land and Council does not manage or maintain this 
area. The submission proposes to build a new boat ramp 
approximately 500m downstream from the existing ramp with 

 
No 

 
No 

 
Once off 
budget impact 
unknown until 
extent of works 

 
Recurrent budget 
impact unknown 
until extent of 
works is 

Attachment - 2.1.2 S223 Submissions - Proposed 2019/20 Annual Budget and Revised Council Plan 2017-2021



2019/20 Proposed Annual Budget and Revised Council Plan 2017-2021 SUBMISSIONS and RESPONSES 
 

South Gippsland Shire Council 
S223 Proposed 2019/20 Annual Budget and Revised 2017-2021 Council Plan Submissions 

12 of 85 

Proposed Annual Budget 2019/20 Submission Responses 
ID 

Number 
AB = 
Annual 
Budget 

Submitter Name  
(click on name to 
 view submission) 

Submission Title Submission summary Response to submission (reason) Does this relate 
to a current 
Council Strategy 

Budgeted / 
in the Long 
Term 
Financial 
Plan 

Budget Impact Budget Impact 
Recurrent 

parking facilities, lighting, toilets etc. Council has not planned 
or budgeted for this site to be developed. DELWP are the land 
managers of this area and as such approval would need to be 
sought from them. Suitable environmental studies would be 
required with approvals from relevant environment agencies. 
The cost to undertake this type of marine infrastructure project 
would be significant, especially if dredging was required and 
the time required to undertake the necessary environmental 
studies and seek approval would be significant. DELWP and/or 
Gippsland Ports (State Government Departments) would be 
more suited to undertake this request.  
 

is determined 
and project 
scope 
completed. 

determined and 
project scope 
completed. 

 
AB15 

Shirley Cowling (on 
behalf of President 
Brian Enbom) 
Jumbunna Public Hall 
Committee 

 
Sealing Jumbunna Hall 
Car Park 

 
Sealing Jumbunna Hall Car Park 

 
The cost to seal the car park at the Jumbunna Hall is unknown. 
A detailed design would be required before an estimate can be 
developed due to the topography. Council does not own or 
manage the Jumbunna Hall or the land.  
 
A petition to support this submission was prepared during the 
public exhibition period and delivered to the Council on 27 April 
2019.  Although it was received after the closing date Council is 
considering this petition together with this submission.   
 
The petition prayer "Request the Shire to include in their budget to 
bitumen the roadside outside the Jumbunna Hall to make it safe 
for vehicles to park and reverse safely to enter the roadway, while 
improving the area for all abilities". This had 140 signatories, with 
136 within the South Gippsland Shire and 4 outside of the Shire.  
 

 
No 

 
No 

 
Once off 
budget impact 
unknown until 
extent of works 
is determined 
and project 
scope 
completed. 

 
Recurrent budget 
impact unknown 
until extent of 
works is 
determined and 
project scope 
completed. 

 
AB16 

Paul Katsieris 
Origami (on Behalf of 
the Walkerville 
Ratepayers 
Association  
 
 

 
Acacia Way, Walkerville 
Path and Sealing 
Walkerville South Road 
and Drainage 

 
Acacia Way, Walkerville Path 
and Sealing Walkerville South 
Road and Drainage 

 
(i) The Acacia Way path is a future unfunded project 

as stated in the 2018 Paths and Trails Strategy as 
further investigations are required such as: siting of 
path (this includes the road reserve or crown land 
adjacent); future maintenance responsibility;  
impact of the gravel path when vehicles require 
access (powerline maintenance vehicles, Parks 
Victoria, CFA and many more). 

 
Paths & Trails 
Strategy 

 
No 

 
$100,000 

 
$1500 
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Paul Katsieris 
continued 

(ii) As part of the Gravel Roads Review Project (major 
initiative) a 'Gravel to Seal' program has been 
developed and the top twenty priority roads have 
been identified. Walkerville South Road is one of 
the top twenty projects proposed for sealing, 
however, Council has not allocated a budget to fund 
the program. The project has been scoped and 
costed at a preliminary estimate of $1.2M to 
construct and seal the road and a further $22,500 
per annum is estimated for sealed road 
maintenance.  
 

Revised Council 
Plan 2017-2021 
Major Initiative 
for Gravel Roads 
2018/19 financial 
year 

No $1,200,000 $22,500 

 
AB17 

Ralph Gallagher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Multiple questions with 
respect to the Proposed 
2019/20 Annual Budget. 

 
Submitter has multiple questions 
with respect to the Proposed 
2019/20 Annual Budget. 

 
Budget Surplus: There have been three occasions over the last 
seven months or so when individual Councillors have declared 
the financial position to be positively rosy.  The first claim was 
that the Shire had achieved a surplus (to date) of $26 million.  
The second claim touted a surplus of $28 million and the last 
claim I heard announced the utopian position of a $30 million 
surplus. 
 
I asked about the surplus of $26 million and the answer firstly 
reduced the figure to $23 million but failed to provide all the 
details of the components.  I also asked whether the 
Councillor’s comment (publicly done as it was) had been 
corrected.  No response. 
There is no reasonable position that justifies the holding or 
more importantly the accreting of such a sum.  How was it 
done?  Why was it done?  Excessive rates?  Over budgeted 
projects?  If the claims were incorrect why weren’t the 
statements publicly corrected? 

 
Annual Budget 
2019/20 

 
Yes 

 
Nil 

 
Nil 

 
In the first few months of each financial year, Council's financial 
reports disclose surpluses in the order of $25 million. The 
reason for this is that at the start of each financial year, a full 
year's revenue is recognised but only the year-to-date 
expenditure is recorded, thus generating a year-to-date surplus. 
As the year progresses and expenditure is incurred, the surplus 
reduces back to a much lower figure. At the end of each year, 
Council's cash balance includes around $7 million for carried 
forward projects. 
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Ralph Gallagher 
continued 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Capital Works:  
(i) The provision for “roads” is excessive as a single budget year 
provision.  There is no doubt that the Shire’s program has been 
inadequate but the attempt to resolve all this overnight is a 
poor financial decision.  Such substantial works should be 
spread over several budget year cycles. 
 
(ii) The Mirboo North Pool project also warrants a further 
review. The total is now many hundreds of thousands of dollars 
more than estimated at its first listing as a putative project.  Are 
there no opportunities for a reduced provision?  What are the 
expected operating costs, fees income for the facility? 
 
(iii) The budget also includes more than $7 million for projects 
that are subject to grants funding.  What happens if that 
funding does not eventuate?  Why are such projects listed as 
part of the budget if grants funding is not yet assured? 
 

 
(ii)Aquatic 
Strategy 

 
Yes 

 
Nil 

 
Nil 

 
(i) Provision for Roads 

Expenditure on road upgrades and renewals is carefully 
considered with reference to Council’s Asset 
Management Plan.  
 

(ii) The Mirboo North Pool project 
The Mirboo North Pool redevelopment is at the tender 
negotiation stage. Significant community fundraising and 
grant funds have allowed for the increased scope of 
works at the Mirboo North Pool. Council's financial 
commitment to the project has remained unchanged. 
 
The net operating costs for 2018/19 was $84,247 with an 
income of $49,749 for fees which is collected and 
retained by the YMCA under a contract with Council. 

 
(iii) Major Projects Grants funding   
The budget discloses capital works of $26 million partly 
funded by capital grants of $6.6 million. Depending on the 
individual project, if a grant does not eventuate, the 
following scenarios may occur:  
1. The project might not go ahead; 
2. The project might go ahead on a smaller scale;  
3. The project might be funded from a combination of 

cash reserves and additional borrowings; 
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Ralph Gallagher 
continued 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
4. The project may be deferred until grant funding 

secured. Projects that are dependent on grant 
funding are included in the budget if a grant is likely 
to be received (for example, higher than 50% 
probability). This is standard budgeting practice. 
The budget is a plan at a point in time based on 
information that is known at the time of preparing 
the budget. 
 

 
Commercial Enterprises:  
(i)Once again Council fails to provide adequate operating 
statements of commercial enterprises such as the caravan 
parks.  The existing arrangements have been in place for some 
years now and yet “no adequate reports” have been 
forthcoming.  
 
(ii)Whilst not strictly a commercial enterprise the costs 
associated with the equipping, maintenance and otherwise 
operating the Franklin Reserve free caravan site should also be 
detailed. 
 

 
Recreation 
Vehicle Strategy 
2014 

 
(i)Yes (ii)N/A 

 
Nil 

 
Nil 

 
Commercial Enterprises: 
 

(i) South Gippsland Shire Caravan Parks Reporting  
An operational report is prepared at the end of each 
financial year and presented to Council for adoption.  This 
includes income generated, expenses incurred and capital 
improvements.  Previous years can be viewed in the 
minutes of the Council meetings of 27 September 2017 and 
28 November 2018. 
 
The caravan parks are operated within Council's 
consolidated services and also incorporated into the annual 
financial statements which are subject to audit by VAGO. 
 
(ii) Franklin River Reserve maintenance and operating 

costs  
Operating costs are not detailed in the budget as the 
Franklin River Reserve is not a commercial enterprise. The 
site is not exclusively for camping as it also caters for open 
space activities and wayside stop. 
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Ralph Gallagher 
continued 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Shared Services:  
This issue has been canvassed over several years now and finally 
seems to have found support with some Councillors.  The one 
example that existed (with the Shire of Baw Baw) has apparently 
lapsed.  To proceed further there must be sufficient resources 
(personnel, funds, philosophical) to support the development of a 
feasible model.  It is appropriate to acknowledge, at the outset that 
the longer term gain will require an immediate term investment by 
all (prospective) involved Shires and Councils.  Has this been 
achieved? 
 

 
Council Plan 
2017 - 2021 

 
Yes 2019/20 

 
Funding to be 
advised 

Funding to be 
advised. 

 
Council, along with the Rural Councils Transformation Program 
(RCTP) and Wellington, Bass Coast, and East Gippsland Shire 
councils, is working to ensure the continuation of the shared 
services proposition.  
 
The four councils have all committed to provide funding for this 
initiative and in addition are exploring an opportunity to receive 
a funding grant from RCTP to assist in delivery of the program.  
 
As the councils deliver the various stages of the program the 
right people, process, and tools will be implemented to ensure 
success and include external resources and expertise as 
required. It is important that we continue to carefully consider 
the impact on the local community, regional growth, and 
sustainability. 
 

 
AB18 

Ross Barnacle 
(President) Loch 
Community 
Development 
Association 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Works that should be 
commenced ahead of any 
planned streetscape 
works in Loch. 

 
There is a list of works that 
should be commenced ahead of 
any planned streetscape works in 
Loch. 

 
The Loch Community Development Association would like to 
see a list of works commenced ahead of any planned 
streetscape works in Loch. 
 
Following paths: 
a) Victoria Road:   North side from Post Office/Centennial Park to 
Catholic Church. 
 212 lm x $180 lm $38,160.00 
 
b) Smith Street:    Corner of Victoria St to Queen Street 
 88 lm x $180 lm $15,840.00 
 

 
Road 
Infrastructure 
Asset 
Management 
Plan 

 
Yes 

 
Nil 

 
Nil 

 
Both footpaths will be constructed this financial year as part of 
the Loch Streetscape project. 
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Ross Barnacle 
continued 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Additional works: 
1. Western-end Avenue of Honour trees - to be included in the 
council maintenance plan, including the replacement of two.  
 

 
No 

 
Yes 

 
Nil 

 
Nil 

 
The Western End Avenue of Honour Trees are already included 
in the maintenance program. 
 
 
2. Eastern-end Avenue of Honour trees - source and plant 
American stock of Plane trees, to mirror western-end planting, and 
inclusion in the council maintenance plan. 
 

    
The Eastern - End Honour Trees are included in the Tree 
Planting Program. Subject to suitable location & VicRoads 
approval. 
 

 
No 

 
Yes 

 
Nil 

 
Nil 

   
3. Explore vacant land from Smith/Speight/Queen intersection, 
along Speight St towards Albert Rd (adjacent to the Vic Roads 
sound wall) with a view to levelling, where required, and tree 
planting, providing much needed additional and shaded car parking 
during festivals and summer markets, and inclusion in council 
maintenance plan.   
 

 
No 

 
No 

 
Nil 

 
Nil 

   
This is beyond the scope of the Loch Streetscape project. 
 

   
4. Council to address issues with drainage and storm water in the 
vicinity of Queen St and Albert Rd. 
 

 
No 

 
No 

 
$80,000 

 
$3,600 

   
Any drainage improvement works would be subject to a Special 
Charge Scheme and probable need for drainage easements. 
Budget estimate is $240,000 - Council share 30% = $80,000). 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  
5. Council consultation with the Loch Village Projects Working 
Group regarding choice of trees which will replace those recently 
removed in Victoria Rd, with agreed trees planted in 2019. 
 
 
 

 
No 

 
Yes 

 
Nil 

 
Nil 
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Ross Barnacle 
continued 
 

  
Streetscape Master Plan details tree species for planting as 
previously determined by the community through a community 
engagement process. 
 

   
6. Planning for lighting, public gardens, seating and trees for Stage 
1. 
 

 
Council Plan 
2017 – 2021 and 
Annual Plan 
2018/19 

 
No 

 
Once off 
budget impact 
unknown until 
extent of works 
is determined 
and project 
scope 
completed. 

 
Recurrent budget 
impact unknown 
until extent of 
works is 
determined and 
project scope 
completed. 

   
Not included in Stage 1 Streetscape works. Any garden bed 
works will be undertaken by Parks & Gardens team after hard 
infrastructure works have been completed following 
appropriate consultation with community. 
 

   
7. Consider pedestrian crossing in Victoria Rd in Stage 1 
Streetscape works. 
 

 
No 

 
No 

 
Once off 
budget impact 
unknown until 
extent of works 
is determined 
and project 
scope 
completed. 

 
Recurrent budget 
impact unknown 
until extent of 
works is 
determined and 
project scope 
completed. 

   
Not included in Stage 1 Streetscape works and therefore 
beyond the scope of the project. 

   
8. Consider an Arts/Heritage Plan for Loch, including a register of 
Heritage buildings, trees, etc that are protected. 
 

 
Arts, Culture and 
Creative Industry 
Strategy 2017-
2021 

 
N/A 

 
Nil 

 
Nil 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
The ‘Places and Spaces’ section of South Gippsland Shire 
Council’s Arts, Culture and Creative Industry Strategy 2017-
2021 refers to the following actions: 
• Identify the unique heritage, creative & cultural facilities and 
activities in each town. 
• Consider developing unique historical narratives for a number 
of different towns 
• Council has a ‘Significant Tree Register’ listing trees in the 
township of Loch. Trees can be nominated for inclusion in the 
register. 
 

   
9. Council to liaise with Loch Primary School and Department of 
Education to develop an effective traffic management plan. 
 

 
No 

 
No 

 
Nil 

 
Nil 
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Ross Barnacle 
continued 
 

  
Preliminary discussion have been held with school regarding 
traffic management issues. Loch Streetscape design Stage 3 
(no budget) provides for traffic calming and extra on-street 
parking outside school. The school could investigate its internal 
traffic movements to provide off street parking/drop off for 
parents for the future. 
 

   
10. Fixed signage at both highway entry points to Loch that allows 
community groups to promote events, as exists at the entry to 
other South Gippsland towns. 
 

 
No 

 
N/A 

 
Nil 

 
Nil 

    
Event plate is available for use on the town entry sign for use by 
community groups. This is standard across all township entry 
signs. 
 

    
11. Entry garden and tree planting on the western highway 
entrance that befits and underpins the garden village theme. 
 

 
No 

 
No 

 
Nil 

 
Nil 

   
Current resourcing will not allow for creation and maintenance 
of additional garden beds at this location. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  
12. Council consultation with the Loch Village Projects Working 
Group regarding progressing discussions and the execution of the 
‘Loch Lap’ initiative. 
 

 
Paths and Trails 
Strategy 2018 

 
No 

 
Once off 
budget impact 
unknown until 
extent of works 
is determined 
and project 
scope 
completed. 

 
Recurrent budget 
impact unknown 
until extent of 
works is 
determined and 
project scope 
completed. 

    
The “Loch Lap” initiative is included in Council’s Paths and Trail 
Strategy 2018 however is unfunded at this stage. 
 

 
AB19 

Michael Lester  
Traffic and Parking Study 
for Fish Creek.  

 
The Fish Creek Community 
Development Group would like 
Council to consider a Traffic and 
Parking Study for Fish Creek as 
part of the Proposed 2019/20 
Annual Budget and Council Plan. 

 
Fish Creek streetscape works are included in the forward 
budget (2022/23) and parking will be considered as part of the 
project. 

 
No 

 
Yes 

 
Once off 
budget impact 
unknown until 
extent of works 
is determined 
and project 
scope 
completed. 

 
Recurrent budget 
impact unknown 
until extent of 
works is 
determined and 
project scope 
completed. 
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Submission CP01– Dr Moragh Mackay (Chair Energy Innovation Co-operative Ltd - 
Request to amendments to the Revised Council 2017 - 2021 as proposed by the 
Energy Innovation Cooperative.  

Speaking to Submission - Yes 
 

 

Council Plan – Strategic Objective 1.1 Develop a vision for the future growth and development of 
the Shire in partnership with the community. 
Strategic Objective 2.1.1 Where appropriate support the community groups to achieve projects 
they have ownership of and want to progress. 
Strategic Objective 2.1.2 Investigate opportunities to consider a model for community self-
determination to facilitate working in partnership with the community. 
  

 

 

 

15/4/2019 

 

Section 223 Submission: 

From Energy Innovation Co-operative Ltd to South Gippsland Shire Council re: 

The “Revised Council Plan 2017-2021”, with additional related item for “Proposed 2019-20 Annual Budget”. 

Our proposals for amendment: 

1. The Vision (Revised Council Plan 2017-2021) 
 

The first strategic objective of the current Council Plan (Strengthen Economic Growth and Prosperity) is “to 

develop a vision for the future growth and development of the Shire in partnership with the community” 

(p11) with a “major initiative” outlined for 2017-18 listed as “developing a Vision 2040 for the Shire.” 

(p12) 

 

We propose for your consideration a Vision which 

 

 identifies a coherent path for Council 

 sits above the existing list of Council’s strategic objectives, and provides guidance 

for choosing the most appropriate actions to take to achieve each objective 

 makes it easier to clearly identify tangible goals and deliberate outcomes in every sector 

of Council activity through a cohesive “lens”. 

 allows for business and community led initiatives, with all sectors working both together 

and separately towards our shared future. Council cannot achieve enough alone. 

 fits within identified state government targets, goals and planned outcomes. 

 is a Vision which could take us through to 2040. 

 can and should be already working in the years between 2019-2021. 
 

 Proposed 2019/20 Annual Budget and Revised 2017-2021 Council Plan 
Submissions 

 
Return to 

top 
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We believe the current Revised Council Plan 2017-2021 should be amended to begin that path. 

 

 South Gippsland already has a “clean, green, environmentally conscious, food-production, 

agriculture and tourism” reality, reputation and self-perception. 

 South Gippslanders already have a strong sense of local community, with demonstrated 

capacities to work together in each town, small village or area on locally identified priorities and 

activities. 

 South Gippsland and its people live within financial constraints. We have to take small steps 

in a financially responsible way. 

 Whilst the Energy Innovation Co-operative would like to encourage South Gippsland Shire to set 

clear community emissions reduction targets, we recognise that Council may not yet be ready 

for such specificity. 
 

Our proposal: Visioning South Gippsland as “an innovative, collaborative community moving towards an 

environmentally, financially and socially sustainable low carbon future” would: 

 

 build on these known, already existing characteristics, reputation and self-perception. 

 enable a true recognition of the climate-changed world we are already inhabiting, which is 

already having significant impacts on many aspects of our local physical, business and 

community experience. 

 provide a lens through which to set appropriate targets and priorities across all areas of 

Council activity. 

 acknowledge that Council cannot achieve, or lead, all the changes which need to be made, on 

its own. But it can facilitate community and business directed action, and assist where it has 

the capacity to do so. 
 

PLUS: 
2. The Energy Innovation Co-operative has a specific proposal for an additional initiative that we ask to 

have included into the Revised Council Plan and budget. See attached document below. 

 

The section of the Revised Council Plan for this proposal to fit within, is: 

(quoting from existing plan P17) 

‘’Build Strong partnerships, strengthen Arts and Culture and deliver equitable outcomes 

 

Strategic Objectives: 

2.1 Update and implement strategies for community strengthening and engagement. 

 2.1.1 Where appropriate support community groups to achieve projects they 
have ownership of and want to progress 

 2.1.2 Investigate opportunities to consider a model for community self 
determination to facilitate working in partnership with the community”. 

 

NB There are currently no initiatives outlined to meet these objectives in 2018-19, 2019-20, or 2020-21 
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We ask Council to approve the addition of the proposal attached on page 3 below, into the Revised 

Council Plan as an initiative which will address objective 2.1, including both 2.1.1 and 2.1.2. above over 

an initial 3 years. 

 

 The model of community self-determination, community project design and delivery which the 

Co-op initiated and is co-ordinating on Phillip Island, and which we seek to initially pilot in 

Korumburra, is innovative, collaborative, begins with the groups and activities which are already 

working and builds on them to achieve community-directed outcomes. 

 

 The Energy Innovation Co-operative has the skills, the structures and the organisational capacity 

to facilitate this model, and we seek to work with South Gippsland Shire to develop it further, 

this time within South Gippsland. 

 

 Value adding, by bringing in additional funds from outside this area, is an important feature of our 

intention and practice, as is utilising local business wherever possible. If we are able to gain a 

funding contribution from South Gippsland Shire, as well as from Bass Coast Shire, obtaining that 

value-add becomes more feasible. 

 

We look forward to discussing these two proposals with Councillors as soon as practicable. We request 

the opportunity for a direct hearing with Councillors regarding this submission. 

 

See proposal and budget item below………. 

 

Energy Innovation Co-operative Ltd and South 

Gippsland Shire Council. Proposal: 

We propose a partnership between the Council and Energy Innovation Co-operative Ltd 
(The Co-op), to support the Co-op’s “Totally Renewable Communities Initiative”, a 
collaborative, community- directed, Council-supported approach to reducing community 
carbon emissions, including promoting community owned renewable energy generation. 

 

In Bass Coast, this initiative is being trialled, and is well underway, with Bass Coast 
Council support, on Phillip Island. 

 A 2019-2020 Bass Coast budget submission has been put forward for 
an annual allocation each year for three years which will support the 
continuation of the largely volunteer work currently happening on 
Phillip Island, and begin the community conversations within the 
Waterline communities. This follows from a Council motion passed in 
Dec. 2018. 

 

In South Gippsland, early community discussions have been held within the Korumburra 
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community and it is proposed that the first South Gippsland Shire trial community be 
Korumburra and surrounds. 

It is proposed: 
 

1. That Council incorporate in its Council plan a commitment to support the Energy 
Innovation Co-operative to pilot the collaborative development and 
implementation of a community carbon emissions reduction target, strategy and 
actions with community groups, individuals, businesses and organisations in and 
around Korumburra. 

 

2. That a key action is developing an MOU with the Energy Innovation Coop to 
outline the project and relationships. 

 

3. That Council budget allocate $30k annually for an initial three years, to the 

Energy Innovation Co-op to support the progressive implementation of a 

collaborative, community- directed, Council-supported approach to reducing 

community carbon emissions, initially in Korumburra and later other 

communities. 

 

NB: Value for money: Further funding continues to be sought and gained by the Co-op, 

from a range of government and philanthropic sources. A Council allocation will 

greatly help in that endeavour. The overall objective is to, step by step across both 

shires, achieve community-directed, Council-supported collaborations which work 

towards zero-net emissions communities across Bass Coast, South Gippsland and 

beyond. 

Background 
 

1. The Energy Innovation Co-op provides co-ordination for the “Totally Renewable 
Phillip Island” collaboration, which it began with Phillip Island Community and 
Learning Centre, Plastic Bag Free PI & San Remo, Phillip Island Landcare, 
Boomerang Bags, PI Conservation Society, Bimbadeen and Bass Coast Shire 
Councillors Pamela Rothfield and Michael Whelan. 

 

2. Through consultation, public meetings and a facilitated planning process, a 
community “net zero emissions by 2030” target was adopted for Phillip Island, 
and strategy developed. Further groups, businesses and organisations joined, 
including Bass Coast Council, Phillip Island Nature Park, Westernport Water, 
The Vietnam Veterans Museum and many other businesses. 

 

3. Six work groups were established and are now working as part of the strategy: 
Renewable Energy, Education, Soil Carbon, Transport, Food/ Waste, and Co-
ordination (monitoring & measurement). 

 

4. The Co-op undertook some early discussions with a range of groups in 
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Korumburra in 2018 with an eye to beginning a similar collaborative process in 
Korumburra. 

 

5. There has been an interest in the proposal with groups approached so far, 
including the Thestation@Korumburra Group, Grow Lightly, sustainability 
focussed- businesses and KBA. Further detailed consultations with them and 
with more groups and businesses are needed. 

 

6. The Energy Innovation Co-op worked with the CEO of South Gippsland Shire in 
2018 to develop a MOU on working together to promote community and business 
renewable energy and a low carbon future. His suggestion was for the lower 
amount listed in the prepared draft MOU which is attached. After further 
community discussions we would request the larger amount for your 
consideration. 

 

Related Energy Innovation Co-operative Activities. 
 

7. The Energy Innovation Co-operative has the contract to develop a Renewable 
Energy Roadmap for Bass Coast and South Gippsland, leading to a high-level 
version for the whole  of Gippsland which it will also deliver. Part of this work will 
involve studying the local level of renewable energy generation, and appetite for 
further development, as well as engaging in a study of grid capacity to manage 
that development. 

 

8. The Co-op has presented a proposal that it be selected and funded as a 
Community Power Hub as per a policy of a prospective Federal Labor 
Government. South Gippsland Shire tendered a letter of support for that 
proposal. 

 

9. The Co-op now has the legal structure, draft legal documentation and on-line 
mechanisms to raise funds from local investors wanting to invest in local 
community energy solar or wind generation projects. Taking this capacity to 
project delivery is intended as part of the  “Totally Renewable Communities” 
initiative. 

 

10. The Co-op is developing an on-line tool for a “Smart buy” of batteries and solar 
to make it easy for households to install solar and batteries, using vetted local 
companies and businesses, and quality materials. This will also be incorporated 
into the “Totally Renewable Communities” activities. 

 

11. The Co-op is an organisational member of a Co-operative (Co-operative Power) 

which is moving towards becoming a community owned electricity retailer. An 

initial electricity retail 
 

offering will be available later in 2019 as part of the “Totally Renewable 
Communities” activities. 
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12. The Co-op’s Southern CORE (Community Owned Renewable Energy) Fund, 
which is already  in operation, has some (still limited) capacity to support 
community groups to install solar on the buildings they manage. Additional 
funding is required to fund the energy assessments/ feasibility studies required 
before allocation of funding. 

 The Co-operative’s 90 kW solar & 45kW battery storage installation at the 
State Coal Mine Wonthaggi will provide an ongoing income into that Fund, 
for projects across Bass Coast and South Gippsland Shires and beyond. 

 

13. The Co-op has a clear commitment to work with local businesses to capitalise 
on business and employment opportunities in the transition to renewable 
energy and a low carbon economy. 

 

 

We ask for Council’s consideration for this proposal as an addition to the Council plan 

and budget for the 2019-2020 budget. 

 

 

 

Dr Moragh Mackay 

Chair Energy Innovation Co-operative Ltd.  
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Submission CP02–Eunice Donovan (Coordinator) Leongatha Community House - 
Support a town based internet access in Leongatha to improve the digital literacy 
of older and disadvantaged community. 
 

Speaking to Submission - No 
 

Council Plan – Strategic Objective 2.5 Implement the Active Ageing Strategy and 4.1 Develop 

Digital Strategies for Council and the community. 
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Submission CP03 - Noelene Cosson – Change to the words of the Strategic Objective 
4.3 with respect to a four year Rate Reduction Strategy to reduce the rate burden by 3% 

Speaking to Submission - No 
 

Council Plan – Strategic Objective 4.3 Develop a ten year ‘Sustainable Cost Reduction Strategy’ 

based on improved operational efficiencies and population growth, to be utilised for value  for 

money service improvements, better infrastructure and / or rate reductions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Return to 
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Submission CP04 – John McCombe Representative Lindsay Love (South Gippsland 
Action Group - Council to honour the commitment to reduce the rates by 3% and 
follow through by embracing the 'Growth for Reduced Rates' plan. 

Speaking to Submission – Yes 
 

Council Plan – Strategic Objective 4.3 Develop a ten year ‘Sustainable Cost Reduction Strategy’ 

based on improved operational efficiencies and population growth, to be utilised for value  for 

money service improvements, better infrastructure and / or rate reductions. 

 

Return to 
top 
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Submission CP05 – Tony Walker (Prom Coast Climate Action Group) –Implement a 
Climate Emergency Response by developing a new Climate Emergency Response 
Plan which will guide Council's climate emergency challenges over 12 months and 
for inclusion at all levels of Council operations and activities. 

Speaking to Submission - Yes 
 

Council Plan – Strategic Objective 3.2 – Facilitate community and business renewable energy 
programs and sustainable practices to reduce the Shire’s carbon footprint. 
 

To the Chief Executive Officer  

Submission Re: South Gippsland Shire Council Plan 2017-2021 

Thank you for the opportunity to present this submission to Council. 

ACF Prom Area Climate Action (PACA) is part of a network of independently organised, 
volunteer-run climate action groups in the Australian Conservation Foundation community. 

We request that South Gippsland Shire Council open a dialogue with the community to 
begin a process of declaring a Climate Emergency and initiating a shire-wide mobilisation 
through a formal program of actions that the Council will undertake, that are linked into the 
overall Council Plan.  

We request that Council commit to reviewing the Council Plan with a view to developing 
and implementing a climate emergency response by Council, in collaboration with the 
South Gippsland community, as its highest priority, including the development of a new 
Climate Emergency Plan to guide the emergency response by Council at all levels of 
Council operations and activities.  

We expect this to be a process that will take place over a 12-month period, with a view to 
Council having a fully developed Climate Emergency Plan, established by Council to 
accelerate sustained and meaningful action to engage with the climate emergency 
challenge. 

 As background, The State of the climate 2018 report produced by the Bureau of Meteorology 
and the CSIRO states that Australia’s climate has warmed by over 1℃ since 1910, leading 
to increased extreme heat events, decreased cool-season rainfall in agricultural areas and 
decreased stream flows in southern Australia. 

The changing pattern of local rainfall over a 130-year period in Foster is evidence of the 
impact of this changing climate. There has been close to a 25 per cent decline in rainfall 
over the period – around 30mm per decade. This must lead us to wonder what might the 
rainfall be like in 20, 40- or 60-years’ time, and what impacts might that have on agricultural 
production, and thus on farm profitability and the regional economy and liveability? 

Return to 
top  
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The Australian economy will be heavily affected by the changing climate. Some of these 
impacts may be slow to manifest and some relatively easy to adapt to. There may even be 
new economic opportunities arising from climate change. But other effects will be intense, 
insidious and disruptive across all sections of our economy and society. 

As the Australian government’s Department of Climate and Energy states, Primary 
industries, such as agriculture, forestry and fisheries, are highly sensitive to weather 
extremes and variations in climate. Climate change presents new challenges in some 
locations and industries, while presenting new opportunities in others. Over the coming 
decades, projected climate change is likely to increase productivity risks for agriculture, 
forestry and fisheries in different ways: 

 The increased frequency of drought conditions in southern Australia has the 
potential to affect agricultural yields. 

 Increasing temperatures and more frequent extreme heat events are likely to place 
livestock at greater risk of heat stress, reducing livestock productivity and 
reproductive rates. 

 Crops and horticulture are facing changes in growing season and changed 
frequency and intensity of heatwaves and storms. 

 
The Department also states that human health is linked with environmental factors such as 
temperature, and air and water quality. Australia’s greatest health threats from climate 
change are expected to come from extreme weather events (such as heatwaves), rising 
temperatures and the changing variability of rainfall. The increasing frequency and 
intensity of heatwaves and other extreme weather events poses risks to human health, 
including injuries, disease and death, and disruption to health services. Drought has been 
linked to decreased mental health, particularly in rural communities. 

Planning for these impacts is critical to the interests of the South Gippsland Community. 
Yet, within the entire South Gippsland Shire Council’s Revised Council Plan 2017-2021, we 
note that “Climate Change” is mentioned only once - under Council’s Strategic Objective 1, 
Strengthen Economic Growth & Prosperity, (p. 10), Council commits to “…consider(s) climate 
change…” 

The South Gippsland community knows that Council can and must do much more than 
merely consider climate change. We look forward to working with Council and the South 
Gippsland community through a process of revising the Council Plan to prioritise a climate 
emergency response within the Plan. 

We look to Council to provide clear leadership and make the right decisions on formulating 
a collaborative path to an appropriate response to this overwhelmingly serious and urgent 
issue. The benefits to Council are clear; they lie in the benefits to the broader community.  

Please note that, should there be the opportunity, we would want to make a presentation to 
Council in support of this submission.  

26 April, 2019. 

--END--  
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Submission CP06 – Clive Hope (Secretary) Meeniyan Progress Association–Why 
there is an ongoing delay in making a decision and progress to the proposed 
Equestrian and Exhibition / Expo Centre which is referred to in the Revised Council 
Plan 2017 – 2021. 

 

Speaking to Submission - No 
 

Council Plan – Strategic Objective 1.3.7 Undertake a feasibility study into establishing a 

multipurpose ‘Equestrian / Expo Centre within the Shire. 

26 April 2019 

 

 

Mr T Tamlin 

Chief Executive Officer 

South Gippsland Shire Council 

9 Smith Street  

Leongatha 3953 

 

 

Dear Tim, 

                             Re: Equestrian and Exhibition/Expo Centre  

                                    Council’s Annual Plan &  Proposed 2019/20 Annual Budget 

Our Association is concerned at the ongoing delay in making decisions and progress to 

the proposal of an Equestrian & Exhibition Centre at Stony Creek. 

It is noted that on 27 November 2013 it was stated at a Council meeting that Council 

had already contributed $26000 towards the concept with costings. 

It is now some 6 years later and despite all the work put in by dedicated volunteers 

along the way the matter is still dragging on. The costs involved to date both in amounts 

paid and volunteers’ time must be considerable but it seems that little has been 

achieved and that a great concept is being put to one side and is stagnating. 

 

Return to 
top  
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( ABN 14 319 869 471 ) 
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Council’s Annual Plan June 2017 had as a strategic objective:-  

Progress the development of a business case to investigate in detail factors of a 

multi purpose undercover “Equestrian/Expo Centre” at Stony Creek.  

The 2017 Annual Budget had an extra provision to provide a report to Council by 30 

June 2018. 

On 14 May 2018 Council’s Noticeboard contained a tender notice seeking applicants for 

a Feasibility Assessment and Business Plan for Stony Creek Equestrian and Exhibition 

Centre with tenders closing 5 June 2018. 

Suffice to say that this seems a very belated tender notice. 

The June 2018 Annual Plan then changed the scenario by altering the scope of the 

project to include that the feasibility study determine a suitable site for the location of 

such a centre in the Shire. 

No reason was given for such a change. 

The project has always been based on the centre being at Stony Creek.  

This concept/project that was first brought to Council back in 2012 was community 

driven. It still is. 

Interestingly Council’s Economic Development and Tourism Strategy 2018-2020 states 

that Stony Creek Undercover Equestrian/Expo Facility has been identified as a priority 

investment and infrastructure project for future funding and that Council will 

“progress the development of a business case to support the establishment of the 

multipurpose facility at Stony Creek.” 

Apparently no feasibility/business case study has been completed as yet but we assume 

that it has been commenced as it has been so long in gestation. 

We submit that Council should give urgent consideration to the report as soon as it is to 

hand. Furthermore noting the important potential such a Centre has for the whole Shire 

we submit that an allowance should be included in the Annual Plan and Budget for the 

Centre’s priority to be reconsidered at such time.   

Yours Faithfully 

 

Clive Hope, 

Secretary, 

 

  

Attachment - 2.1.2 S223 Submissions - Proposed 2019/20 Annual Budget and Revised Council Plan 2017-2021



 

 

 
Proposed Annual Budget 2019/20 Submission Responses 

 

Submission AB01 – Steven Rath - Fortnightly rubbish collection 

Speaking to Submission - No 
 

Submissions  

South Gippsland Council 

Would it be possible to place my rubbish bin out every fortnight?  

The savings made with less landfill costs and contractor costs could be passed on with a $50-75.00 

rebate off my rates notice. 

I would be happy to buy a sticker from the council offices ($5.00) and place it on my bin lid. 

Thank-you for giving this proposal some consideration. 

 

Regards, Steven Rath 
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Submission AB02 – Geoff Treloar – Foster Community Group - Jones Street, Foster 
drainage, kerb and channel development. 
Speaking to Submission - No 
 
 

Please Refer (Attachment [2.1.4] – AB02 – Geoff Treloar – Jones 
Street, Foster drainage kerb and channel. 
 

 

Submission AB03 – Charles Price – Objection to the Bair Street Redevelopment 
Upgrade / Precinct 
Speaking to Submission - Yes 
Please note the submission by Charles Price on the Rating Strategy was retracted 
and the only part of this submission now relates to Bair Street Redevelopment. 
 

To who it may concern. I wish to put forward a submission to Council in relation to the 

current rating strategy. I believe that the council should include this item in the strategy. 

 

5. Waiver 

In section 171 of the Local Government Act 1989, for sub-sections (1), (2) and (3) substitute— 

"(1) The Council may waive the whole or part of any rate or charge or interest in relation to— 

(a) an eligible recipient under subsection (4); or 

(b) any other class of persons determined by the Council for the purpose of waiving rates or 

charges on the grounds of financial hardship.171A. Waiver by application—financial hardship 

(1) A person who— 

(a) is suffering financial hardship; or 

(b) would suffer financial hardship if that person paid the full amount of a rate or charge for which 

he or she is liable may apply to a Council for the waiver of the whole or part of any rate or charge 

or of any interest imposed for late payment. 

(2) The Council may require the applicant— 

(a) to give further particulars; or 

(b) to verify particulars in relation to the application. 

(3) The Council may grant an application if the Council is satisfied that the applicant is a person 

who is suffering financial hardship if that person paid the full amount of the rate or charge for 

which he or she is liable. 

(4) A person who— 

(a) gives to a Council any information which is false or misleading in any material particular in 

respect of an application under this section; . 

 

I also believe that the council decision in approving the redevelopment of The bair st 

precinct , and using rate payers money to do this amount to Corporate Socialism. What 

benefit is this to the ratepayer? 

 

Yours sincerely 

Charles Price 
  

Return to 
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Submission AB04 – PeeWee Lewis (President)-  Korumburra Round Table - Support 
for the Korumburra Community Hub, Revitalisation Project, the Recreation Reserve, 
Skate Park, and the Jumbunna Road shared path to the Korumburra Secondary 
College. 
Speaking to Submission - No 
 

 

 

Return to 
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Submission AB05 – Don Atkins - Sealing of Walkerville Road to Beach at South 
Walkerville. 
 

Speaking to Submission – No 
 

 

Return to 
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Submission AB06 – Dr Moragh Mackay (Chair Energy Innovation Co-operative Ltd - 

South Gippsland Shire Council and Energy Innovation Cooperative Limited 
Partnership Proposal. 
Speaking to Submission - No 
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Submission AB07 – Sharon Turton - Sealing Clancys Road, Korumburra and Gravel 
to Seal Program Funding. 
Speaking to Submission - Yes 
 

Attention: Chief Executive Officer 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

I write to request that council please consider allocating funds within their upcoming 2019/20 

Annual Budget for unsealed South Gippsland Country Roads.  Our gravel roads are in extreme need 

of repair/sealing, due to their very poor condition. 

I ask that the council please consider the importance in funding the 'Gravel to Seal' program within 

their budget, so that roads like our Clancys Road, Korumburra can become a much safer Road for 

everyone to travel on. The below names are residents of Clancys Road, Korumburra who stress their 

concerns about the state of Country Roads in our South Gippsland Shire area. 

55 names were listed as permanent resident drivers on Clancy’s Road (gravel section only) in this 
submission. 
 
Please consider this request as high priority for the future of our Country roads. 
 
I look forward to your reply. 
 
kind regards 

 

Sharon Turton 
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Submission AB08 – Noelene Cosson – President Korumburra Business Association 
Korumburra Industrial Estate to Commercial Street Footpath Extension and Skip 
Walking Track at Coal Creek 
Speaking to Submission - No 
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Submission AB09 – Ross Garner – Meeniyan Art Gallery – Various provisions of 
grant funding to Mirboo North Community Gallery, Meeniyan Gallery and Toora Art 
Gallery.  That the Council Plan includes the development in conjunction with the 
Arts Alliance of an equitable and fair policy and strategy for a financial support 
program (grant in aid) for community creative arts and culture in South Gippsland. 
Speaking to Submission – No 
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Submission AB10 – Craig Kenny and Anne Lewis - Submitter would like various 
requests to be considered in their submission. 
Speaking to Submission - Yes 
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Submission AB11 – Ted Landy – South Walkerville Action Group  - Objection to the 
Sealing of Walkerville South Road 
Speaking to Submission - No 
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Submission AB12 – Clive Hope (Secretary)– Meeniyan Progress Association  - 

Street Lighting at Tompkins Road, Meeniyan 
Speaking to Submission - No 

 

22 April 2019 

Mr T Tamlin 
Chief Executive Officer 
South Gippsland Shire Council 
9 Smith Street  
Leongatha 3953 
 

Dear Tim, 

                             Re: Provision of Lighting for Tompkins Road Meeniyan 

                                    The Proposed 2019/20 Annual Budget 

 

This submission by the Meeniyan Progress Association requests that funding for the provision 

of street lighting in Tompkins Road, Meeniyan be included in the 2019/20 Annual Budget. 

Currently there is no lighting in Tompkins Road and to date requests for same have been 
unsuccessful. 

The sealing of Tompkins Road has been a great benefit for our town and with steadily increasing 

numbers of visitors and tourists the availabilty of parking in the road is being utilised.  

There are many events nowadays where numbers of visitors are such that parking in the main 

street is soon taken up and the only available parking left is in Tompkins Road. When they occur 

at night then during the winter months the drivers and passengers have to walk to and from 

their cars through an unlit area. 

Furthermore lighting at Tompkins Road would make it safer for people walking to and from the 

Recreation Reserve including  younger folk going to and from sports/training.  

The lack of lighting creates safety concerns which need to be addressed as a matter of some 

urgency. 

Yours Faithfully, 

Clive Hope, 
Secretary, 
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Submission AB13 – John McCombe – South Gippsland Action Group  - Growth for 
Rates Reduction and Growth for Reduced Rates to be considered for Exhibition and 
Equestrian Centre in Stony Creek. 
Speaking to Submission - Yes 

 

Please see (Attachment [2.1.5] – S223 – AB13 – John McCombe – Growth for 
Rates Reduction – Equestrian Centre – Stony Creek 

 

Submission AB14 – Fred Weight - 24 hour Boat Launching Facilities at 'The 
Landing' on Stockyard Creek 
Speaking to Submission - Yes 
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Submission AB15 – Shirley Cowling – Jumbunna Public Hall Committee - Sealing 
Jumbunna Hall Car Park 
Speaking to Submission - Yes 
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Submission AB16 – Paul Katsieris – Walkerville Rate Payers and Residents 
Association - Acacia Way, Walkerville Path and Sealing Walkerville South Road and 
Drainage 

Speaking to Submission - Yes 
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Submission AB17 – Ralph Gallgher - Submitter has multiple questions with respect 
to the Proposed 2019/20 Annual Budget. 

Speaking to Submission -Yes 
 
 

 

To:  Chief Executive Officer, Shire of South Gippsland 

From:  Ralph Gallagher 

Address:   

   

Phone:   

Date:  Friday, 26 April 2019 

Please note that I would appreciate the opportunity to speak in support of this submission 

at the meeting proposed for this purpose on Wednesday, 22 May 2019. 

1. Preamble 

The budget for the Shire undoubtedly requires a substantial contribution by many folk and 

for that reason should be accorded due respect.  It was originally intended to ensure specific 

services for a geographically disparate community.  Socially disparate as well. 

The budget must of course be constructed within the context of a rates system, a fees for 

service schedule and grants opportunities that generate funding. 

Realistically funds available will fall short of that necessary to support everyone’s “field of 

dreams”.  We should all acknowledge this constraint.  Some comments reflecting my 

concerns follow. 

2. Budget Surplus 

There have been three occasions over the last seven months or so when individual 

Councillors have declared the financial position to be positively rosy.  The first claim was 

that the Shire had achieved a surplus (to date) of $26 million.  The second claim touted a 

surplus of $28 million and the last claim I heard announced the utopian position of a $30 

million surplus. 

I asked about the surplus of $26 million and the answer firstly reduced the figure to $23 

million but failed to provide all the details of the components.  I also asked whether the 

Councillor’s comment (publicly done as it was) had been corrected.  No response. 
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There is no reasonable position that justifies the holding or more importantly the accreting 

of such a sum.  How was it done?  Why was it done?  Excessive rates?  Over budgeted 

projects?  If the claims were incorrect why weren’t the statements publicly corrected? 

3. Capital Works 

The provision for “roads” is excessive as a single budget year provision.  There is no doubt 

that the Shire’s program has been inadequate but the attempt to resolve all this overnight is 

a poor financial decision.  Such substantial works should be spread over several budget year 

cycles. 

The Mirboo North Pool project also warrants a further review. The total is now many 

hundreds of thousands of dollars more than estimated at its first listing as a putative 

project.  Are there no opportunities for a reduced provision?  What are the expected 

operating costs, fees income for the facility? 

The budget also includes more than $7 million for projects that are subject to grants 

funding.  What happens if that funding does not eventuate?  Why are such projects listed as 

part of the budget if grants funding is not yet assured? 

4. Commercial Enterprises 

Once again Council fails to provide adequate operating statements of commercial 

enterprises such as the caravan parks.  The existing arrangements have been in place for 

some years now and yet “no adequate reports” have been forthcoming. Whilst not strictly a 

commercial enterprise the costs associated with the equipping, maintenance and otherwise 

operating the Franklin Reserve free caravan site should also be detailed. 

5. Shared Services 

This issue has been canvassed over several years now and finally seems to have found 

support with some Councillors.  The one example that existed (with the Shire of Baw Baw) 

has apparently lapsed.  To proceed further there must be sufficient resources (personnel, 

funds, philosophical) to support the development of a feasible model.  It is appropriate to 

acknowledge, at the outset that the longer term gain will require an immediate term 

investment by all (prospective) involved Shires and Councils.  Has this been achieved? 

6. Conclusion 

I look forward to the opportunity to speak to the foregoing comments and to responding to 

any questions that arise. 

 

Ralph Gallagher 
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Submission AB18 – Ross Barnacle (President) Loch Community Development 
Association  - There is a list of works that should be commenced ahead of any 
planned streetscape works in Loch. 

 

Speaking to Submission - Yes 
 

 

Chief Executive Officer 
South Gippsland Shire Council 
submission@southgippsland.vic.gov.au 
 
 
SUBMISSION TO SOUTH GIPPSLAND SHIRE COUNCIL 
 
REVISED COUNCIL PLAN 2017-2021 
 
PROPOSED ANNUAL BUDGET 2019 - 2020 
 

 
Following community consultation and the formation of the Loch Village Projects Working 
Group, a sub-committee of the Loch Community Development Association (LCDA), this 
submission outlines areas of priority the Loch community believe will significantly enhance 
the liveability and strengthen Loch’s place as the gateway to tourism and the reputation as a 
garden and heritage village within the South Gippsland region.  
 
The Loch Village Projects Working Group has a vision to maintain and enhance the 
atmosphere and character of Loch as a unique historic, desirable garden village with a fabric 
of heritage buildings, which is renowned for its arts, craft, antiques and quality foods.  
 
The Loch Village Projects Working Group notes the following points which were previously 
mentioned in the plan and budget: 
 
Infrastructure: 
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”community requests the building of footpaths, so that one can get from place to place 
more safely” 
 
Objective Overview: 
“The unique character of our smaller towns is recognised and supported” 
 
Services: 
Footpaths & Bicycle Paths 
 
Successful Outcomes: 

1. Existing rail trails promoted and new trails developed to support growth to our 
economy, enable a healthier lifestyle and enhance wildlife corridors.  

2. Footpath & Bicycle Paths 
 

There is no mention of footpaths/trails/bicycle paths for Loch within the 2019-20 Budget.  
 
With the Stage 1 Streetscape works due to commence in Loch imminently, this submission 
requests the following paths be prioritised and brought forward ahead of later Streetscape 
stages and included within the 2019-20 budget. Loch needs to be pedestrian friendly; this is 
an occupational health & safety issue.  
 

a). Victoria Road:   North side from Post Office/Centennial Park to Catholic Church. 
                                   212 lm x $180 lm                                       $38,160.00 

 
b). Smith Street:    Cnr. of Victoria St to Queen Street 
                                   88 lm x $180 lm                                      $15,840.00 
 

In addition, the following are requested: 
 

1. Western-end Avenue of Honour trees - to be included in the council maintenance 
plan, including the replacement of two.  

2. Eastern-end Avenue of Honour trees - source and plant American stock of Plane 
trees, to mirror western-end planting, and inclusion in the council maintenance plan. 

3. Explore vacant land from Smith/Speight/Queen intersection, along Speight St 
towards Albert Rd (adjacent to the Vic Roads sound wall) with a view to levelling, 
where required, and tree planting, providing much needed additional and shaded car 
parking during festivals and summer markets, and inclusion in council maintenance 
plan.   

4. Council to address issues with drainage and storm water in the vicinity of Queen St 
and Albert Rd. 

5. Council consultation with the Loch Village Projects Working Group regarding choice 
of trees which will replace those recently removed in Victoria Rd, with agreed trees 
planted in 2019. 

6. Planning for lighting, public gardens, seating and trees for Stage 1. 
7. Consider pedestrian crossing in Victoria Rd in Stage 1 Streetscape works. 
8. Consider an Arts/Heritage Plan for Loch, including a register of Heritage buildings, 

trees, etc that are protected. 
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9. Council to liaise with Loch Primary School and Department of Education to develop 
an effective traffic management plan. 

10. Fixed signage at both highway entry points to Loch that allows community groups to 
promote events, as exists at the entry to other South Gippsland towns. 

11. Entry garden and tree planting on the western highway entrance that befits and 
underpins the garden village theme.  

12. Council consultation with the Loch Village Projects Working Group regarding 
progressing discussions and the execution of the ‘Loch Lap’ initiative. 

 
It is noted, under Capital Works /Other Structures/93060 PLAYGROUNDS in the 
proposed annual budget 2019/20, there is a replacement program for the Speight St, 
Loch playground. With the existing playground in good order, the funding for the 
capital works would be better spent on the Loch lap. 

 

Conclusion: 
 
The proposals outlined above are in keeping with the South Gippsland Planning scheme 
11/04/2019 which states Loch is a “Small thriving rural township with moderate capacity for 
growth in the future. A compact, ‘garden village’ and heritage character with tourism retail 
facilities set among rolling hills. 
 
The following are key components of the South Gippsland Planning Scheme for Loch, with 
the measures above aligning to the Shires plan.  
 
 
Loch’s role and function is: 
Small thriving rural township with moderate capacity for growth in the future. A compact 
garden village and heritage character with tourism retail facilities set amongst rolling hills.  
 
Local area implementation:  

 Promote the use and development of land in accordance with the strategic direction 
in the Loch Framework Plan 

 Develop Loch as a small thriving rural township with a distinctive garden village 
character 

 
Economy: 

 Consolidate and develop the town centre as the preferred focus for all business, 
community and tourist services and facilities 

 Encourage tourist services and facilities in the township 
 
Landscape and built form:  

 Retain the existing heritage character, design and built form of the buildings along 
Victoria Street and Smith Street (north of Victoria Street), in recognition of their 
contribution to the overall image of Loch  

 Conserve and enhance heritage places in the town in recognition of their 
contribution to the overall character of Loch 

 Promote the distinctive garden village character in Loch 
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 Create an integrated network of shared pedestrian and bicycle paths linking features 
and facilities in and around the township 

 
Infrastructure: 

 Improve community services and facilities in the township 

 Ensure the new growth and development occurs in coordination with the provisions 
of development infrastructure 

 Consider the requirement for new or improved public infrastructure and how 
infrastructure is to be provided /funded when land is rezoned for residential 
development 

 Require new developments to connect to the reticulated sewerage system 

 Create an integrated network of shared pedestrian and bicycle paths linking features 
and facilities in and around the township 

 
 
The LCDA request the opportunity to present this submission to Council at the 
forthcoming open hearing on May 22nd 2019, to ensure an equitable distribution of funds 
that includes Loch Village.   
 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
 
 
Ron Barnacle 
President 
Loch Community Development Association  
 
 
 
25th April 2019 
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Submission AB19 – Michael Lester - Fish Creek Community Development Group - 

The Fish Creek Community Development Group would like Council to consider a 
Traffic and Parking Study for Fish Creek as part of the Proposed 2019/20 Annual 
Budget and Council Plan. 
Speaking to Submission - No 

 

 
 
 
 
Mayor Don Hill and Councillors 
South Gippsland Shire Council 
 
A Traffic and Parking Study in Fish Creek 
 
Fish Creek, along with other small towns in the Shire, is becoming a victim of it very success. 
Fish Creek has become an attractive destination. It has a unique combination of food, 
galleries and village charm. Small towns like Loch, Meeniyan and Fish Creek are increasingly 
becoming attractive destinations for tourists and for socialisation for local people. They are 
adding to the vibrancy and attractiveness of the shire to new residents, for business 
investments and tourists. Destination Gippsland is seeing small towns as driving tourism 
development in Gippsland. 
 
Fish Creek has very limited parking and has traffic difficulties with the layout of the town 
and local roads. Council has developed a basic concept plan, but this needs to be reassessed 
in terms of traffic movements and the need for expanded parking.  
 
Traffic movements are dangerous as you turn to the right entering the commercial area 
proper. There are many near misses, as it is unclear of who has the right of way adjacent to 
the hall. Someone will be seriously injured, if remedial action is not taken quickly. 
 
The available parking is now under serious stress. This is now regularly occurring at certain 
times during the week and is an endemic problem on weekends and during the peak season. 
There is a clear need to assess demand and to see how parking in Ryan Street and around 
the unnamed road adjacent to the rail trail could be better utilised (and a question about 
Rail Trail land in the township and how it is managed). There is also a need to address the 
lack of sufficient disabled parking and short term parking. Locals, many of who are older, 
can no longer be assured of a reasonable close parking to get their mail and papers in the 
morning. 
 
Council’s plan is committed to both growing the shire and promoting local employment and 
economic development. Council has committed over $10m dollars to main street 
development in Loch, Foster, Korumburra and Leongatha and has significantly improved 
parking in Meeniyan. These are important investments in the future prosperity of the Shire.  
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In this context, we are asking that council include in its budget and council plan a traffic and 
parking study for Fish Creek. We understand that this would cost between $10-15,000. Fish 
Creek and many smaller towns and towns, such as Venus Bay, have in our opinion not 
received a fair share of council’s resources. This is a small down payment on a more 
equitable share and indeed a strategic investment in a prosperous future for the shire. 
 
We look forward to your positive consideration of our reasonable request. 
 
Yours Faithfully 
 
 
Michael Lester 
 
Committee member, Fish Creek Community Development Group 
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